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Student
Student Attendance
Purpose:

The Gadsden Independent School District (GISD) Board of Education shall provide attendance guidelines that adhere to state statutes. Attendance laws require students to attend school until their eighteenth birthday or as otherwise provided by law. Persons subject to this law shall attend school according to the school year established by the school district. Responsibility for compliance with this law rests upon the parent.
Participants:

Students
Process:
Any qualified student and any person who because of his age is eligible to become a qualified student is defined as:

Under New Mexico law, a qualified student is defined as any person who:

1. Has not graduated from high school; 

2. Is regularly enrolled in one-half or more of the minimum course requirements approved by the State Board for public school students; and 

3. Is at least five years of age prior to 12:01 a.m. on September 1 of the school year; or 

4. Is at least three years of age at any time during the school year and is receiving special education services pursuant to regulation of the State Board; or 

5. Has not reached his twenty-second birthday on the first day of the school year and is receiving special education services pursuant to regulation of the state board. 

The New Mexico compulsory Attendance Law states the following:

1. The parent (or guardian, or person having custody and control) of a public school-age student is responsible for the school attendance of that student.

2. To enforce the provisions of the New Mexico Compulsory School Attendance Law, the school district must give written notice to the parent regarding the provision of the Compulsory School Attendance law.
3. Any student who continues to violate the provisions of the New Mexico Compulsory Attendance Law after the student’s parent has received written notice shall be considered to be a neglected child or a child in need of supervisions and therefore subject to the provisions of the Children’s Code.

4. Any parent (or guardian, or person having custody and control) of a student who continues to violate the provisions of the Compulsory School Attendance Law is guilty of a petty misdemeanor if the parent (or guardian, or person having custody and control) of the student, by act or failure to act, caused the continuing violation.
Attendance in the Gadsden School District will be taken twice daily. School principals will be responsible for ensuring the accuracy of attendance data. Irregularities in attendance data will be referred to the Superintendent.  Schools are prohibited from suspending or expelling students as a punishment for truancy. Schools must provide for early identification of students with unexcused absences or those who are truant or habitually truant.  School intervention strategies must focus on keeping truants in an educational setting.
The Superintendent and school principals will be responsible for enforcing the district school attendance policy.

Timeline:
Attendance policies will be continually aligned with state requirements.
Replaces JEA, JEB, JEC

1. New Mexico Statutes annotated Chapter 22 section 12.1-8 

