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	The School Board

	Board Attorney

Purpose: 
The Gadsden Independent School District (GISD) employs attorneys as legal counsel. 

Participants: 
The School Board and the Superintendent 

Process: 
The school board recognizes the need for quality legal counsel in light of the increasing complexity of statutes, regulations, and policies under which the district operates. 

Role of Board Attorneys: The board attorneys are retained by the school board as counsel to provide consultative legal service on any matter related to the operation of the district. The attorneys may be asked to provide legal advice, render legal opinions, prepare resolutions, review proposed board actions, represent the board in courts of law, or provide other legal service the board or superintendent may request on behalf of the district. 

Access to the attorneys and communication of advice: The board designates the superintendent as the sole administrative access to the board's attorneys. The superintendent may delegate the responsibility for contact with the attorneys to a member of the staff. 

By consensus, the board shall determine the contact person who shall have access to the attorneys and may request legal advice about school business. Such requests for advice may be in writing, in person, or by telephone. The attorneys shall provide the advice in writing and provide a memorandum of the advice given orally. Such communication from the attorneys shall specify the person requesting the advice, the question presented, any background facts provided in connection with the question, and detail the legal analysis or advice provided. Copies of each letter or memorandum of advice shall be sent to each board member and to the superintendent of schools. 

Confidentiality of Advice: All advice received from the attorneys is privileged under the attorney-client privilege and all recipients of such advice and the written memoranda thereof shall keep such advice strictly confidential. 

Timeline: 
On going 

1. New Mexico Statues 1978 annotated Chapters 22 and 22a 1998 replacement 22 article 5 inclusive 


