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DRAFT 9/19/08
FINAL –9/25/08
REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MINUTES

September 11, 2008
	Introduction   
    and
Roll Call 
	1. The Gadsden School Board convened in open session at 5:00 p.m.  Vice President Jennifer Viramontes presided at the meeting held at the Gadsden Administrative Complex, 4950 McNutt Road, Sunland Park, New Mexico.  Board Members present:  Mr. Craig Ford, Mrs. Manuela Huerta and Mrs. Jennifer Viramontes.  Mr. Daniel Castillo participated telephonically.  Ms. Maria E. Saénz was absent. 

	Pledge &                
Mission Statement       
	2.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and the Mission Statement was read by Mrs. Huerta.

	Supt.'s Report  
	3.  Programs, Reports, and Correspondence:

     A.  Superintendent’s Report:

           Supt. Nava introduced Gadsden High School Band Director Chris Villa.  Mr. Villa gave a report on the trip the band took to Washington DC to participate in the Fourth of July parade.  Mr. Villa and some of the band students displayed for the Board some of the acknowledgments they have received since their trip.  As an expression of their gratitude they presented Supt. Nava a plaque for her support.  The board recognized GHS Band for representing the district and the state of New Mexico well.
           Supt. Nava shared with the board that the district will be receiving $223,285.00 to help out with high cost of fuel for the school busses to be used from now until January.  If necessary assistance be requested again in January.  
           Supt. Nava informed the Board that the PED will be here on October 22, 2008 to report the results of the 2007 NM Youth Risk and Resiliency Survey (YRRS).
           Supt. Nava informed the Board that she had met with District Attorney Susan Martinez and members of her staff to discuss truancy initiatives in the region to encourage students to make attendance a higher priority and for the parents to understand the importance of attending school.  

	Board President’s Report
	     B.  President Saénz - Absent

	Board Member’s Reports
	    C.  Board Members: 
     Mrs. Viramontes thanked Mr. Villa and the students for their report on their Washington, D.C. trip.  She extended thanks to the parents also for all of their hard work to get them there.

      Mrs. Viramontes said that both she and Ms. Saenz attended a DACC board meeting.  She went to a parent coffee at STHS to meet the new principal.  Mrs. Viramontes wished all of the teams playing this weekend good luck.  
     Mr. Castillo apologized for not being present and having to participate telephonically.  He congratulated Mr. Villa and the GHS band students on their trip and representation at the Washington D.C.
      Fourth of July Parade.  
     Mr. Ford offered condolences to Martha Lugo, RPT at Chaparral Elementary on her loss and to Mr. Wiggs, assistant principal at Sunrise Elementary on the loss of his mother.  Mr. Ford asked for prayers for the people who lost their lives seven years ago on this date (9-11).  

      Mr. Ford said he had attended Grandparents Day at Sunrise Elementary, it was a wonderful and well attended event.  Mr. Ford also attended a student council meeting at Desert Trail Elementary.
     Mrs. Huerta welcomed Dominick Viramontes to the Board meeting.  Mrs. Huerta thanked GHS band and band director Chris Villa for their performance and representation in the Washington D.C.  Fourth of July Parade.  It was a once a life time experience for the band students.  

	Student Rep
	   D.  Dominick Viramontes a junior from Santa Teresa High School, member of the student District Leadership Council and a member of the band reported to the Board that all was well.  The top priority for the DLC is the math homework hotline.  Hopefully they can get that up and running soon.  

	Personnel Report
	     E.  The personnel report is included for the Boards’ information with no action required.  

	Modification       

of the Agenda
	4.  Mr. Ford made a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  Supt. Nava recommended approval of the motion.  Motion carried.   

	Consent                  Agenda
	5.  Mr. Ford made a motion to approve the consent agenda as presented.  Supt. Nava recommended approval of the motion.  Motion carried.   

	Open Forum      
	6.  Open Forum - none    

	Policy JFB Admission Standards
	7.  Action Items:

     A.  Mr. Ford made a motion to adopt Policy JFB-Admissions Standards.  Supt. Nava recommended approval of the motion.  Motion carried.

	Improvements to Bus Drop Off and Staff Parking at Santa Teresa H.S.
	     B.  Mr. Ford made a motion to approve the resolution for Improvements to Bus Drop Off and Staff Parking at Santa Teresa H.S.  Supt. Nava recommended approval of the motion.  Motion carried.

	Construction Projects Update
	8.   Discussion Items:  
      A.  Mr. David Boyd, Construction Coordinator gave the Board an update on all construction projects throughout the district.  He responded to questions and concerns expressed by board members. 

	CHS – High Schools That Work Grant 

	      B.  Mrs. Sheila Raihl, Education Director gave the Board a presentation on the High Schools That Work Grant awarded to Chaparral High School.  Mrs. Raihl is hoping to also use this grant at Gadsden and Santa Teresa High Schools and at Desert Pride Academy.  

	Closed Session 
	9.    Mr. Ford motioned to go into closed Personnel Session Pursuant to 10-15-1, H-2, NMSA1978 to discuss personnel actions, pending litigation, and collective bargaining.  Motion carried unanimously.  The Board went into Closed Session at 6:05 p.m.   

	Reconvene

	10.  Mr. Ford made a motion to reconvene in open session.  Supt. Nava recommended approval of the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  The Board reconvened in Open Session at 6:43 p.m.   

	Adjourned
	      Mr. Ford made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Supt. Nava recommended approval of the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  Meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m.                        
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