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Superintendent: Cynthia Nava
Program Manager: Jose Hinojosa, Fine Arts Coordinator
1. What is working well in your program?  (List specific activities below)
Professional Development

Professional training is geared towards integrating more of the performing arts into the classroom and enhancing Fine Art lessons to ensure integration.  The training is available to those core teachers who participate in the Arts integration. 

· June - New World Drumming - San Antonio, TX

· Level I - teacher from Anthony Elem.

· Level II - teachers from Mesquite, Loma Linda, Santa Teresa Elem.  

· And the Fine Arts Facilitator.

· June-July - Orff Level Courses

· Level I - at NMSU in Las Cruces - teachers from Anthony, 

· Mesquite, Riverside, Sunrise Elementary Schools

· And Chaparral Mid School.

· Level II - at Eastman School of Music in New York - Teacher

· From Santa Teresa Elem.
Artist In Residence
Each site has assigned two representatives to participate in the District Fine Arts Council.  The Council’s responsibility is to generate artistic performances or workshops for the student body to enhance their academic experience. Below is of some of the Artist hired for the fall.
· Michael Heralda, Aztec Storyteller - "Aztec Stories". This is an intriguing and thought provoking way to learn about the culture of ancient Mexico and the indigenous worldview of the Nahuatl speaking people – in particular, the Mexica (meh-shee-kah)/Aztecs.  
· Jamie O’Hara- Magic of Reading

· Joe Hayes-Storyteller

· David D’Angelo- Magic and Reading

· UTEP Ballet- Holiday Spectacular
After School Programs-
· Beginning Elementary Band- 2nd year initiative to establish beginning elementary programs within each region.  Selected 5th and 6th grade students from elementary sites within the region meet twice a week.
· Southern Region
· Sunland Park Elementary
· Central Region
· Gadsden Middle- 6th grade students from Anthony, Mesquite, Vado, and North Valley Elementary

· Loma Linda- 6th grade students from Loma Linda Elementary

· Chaparral Region- Program yet to be initiated due to inability to find instructor
· Gadsden District Youth Honor Choir – Selected students from each elementary school meets on Thursdays throughout the year.  The purpose is to give more advanced music students and opportunity to sing music at a higher level and quality than they would receive in a regular music classroom.  This choir performs in two major concerts per year plus any other special invitations that may arise.
· Art Club-Students and parents/community volunteer will work together to create an art project

· Anthony Elementary

· Loma Linda Elementary

· Ballet Folklorico- 4th thru 6th students instructed on several dances of Mexico.

· Anthony Elementary

· Chaparral Elementary

· Desert Trail Elementary

· Desert View Elementary

· Mesquite Elementary

· Riverside Elementary

· Santa Teresa Elementary

· Sunrise Elementary

· Vado Elementary

· Choir

· Chaparral Elementary

· Desert View Elementary

· Community Ceramic Mural- K thru 6th grade Parent and students creating Mural

· Desert View Elementary

· Guitar
· Anthony Elementary

· Riverside Elementary

· Pottery

· Chaparral Elementary

· Percussion

· Riverside Elementary

Community Links
Networking to provide opportunities for parents and community members to work with the schools to promote community involvement
· Sunland Park Child and Family Service Program (SPCFS)- Sunland Park community link to assist in community sponsored programs
· Concilio Campesino del Sudoeste- Dona Ana County Corporation working with the Foster Grandparents, Senior Citizen Companion, and Ameri-Corps Volunteer Programs.  
· El Paso Museum of Art- Elementary sites have initiated this link to reinforce historical and artistic studies through field trips and teacher workshops.
· City of Las Cruces Branigan Cultural Center Museum- Elementary sites have initiated this link to reinforce historical and artistic studies through field trips.
· Mexican Consulate- Link initiated to provide elementary sites access to cultural presentations and programs of Mexico.
· New Mexico State University 
· With the American Choral Director’s Association sponsors the New Mexico All-State Youth Choirs.  
· Jesus Mata and NMSU Art Department- link established for networking between elementary classroom and artist in training.
· University of Texas at El Paso
· Ed Lowrance, UTEP Art Instructors- link established for networking between elementary classroom and future art teachers.
2. What areas of your program need strengthening?

At this time, all areas of our program are stable and need no assistance.  We have a new link with the 21st Century Community Learning Centers to be called School and Family Engagement (SAFE) Centers grant.  This grant enables our district to add more after school services within our district.
3. Has your Parent Advisory Committee met?  Yes     X    No____.  If yes, date(s) met: 
District has been divided up into 4 regions and meetings are scheduled on a monthly basis.  Representatives include Fine Arts and curriculum instructors, parent volunteers, and representative of administration for each site.  

· Continuous Calendar Schools (All Regions- Mesquite, North Valley, Vado, Riverside, Berino, Chaparral, Desert Trail, and Sunrise Elementary)
· August 29, 2008
· Traditional Calendar Schools (All Regions-Anthony, Loma Linda,  La Union, Sunland Park, Desert View, and Santa Teresa Elementary)

· September 26, 2008
· District Fine Arts Council (Fine Arts Committee Representatives form all Elementary and Secondary sites)

· August 21, 2008
· November 20, 2008
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     Superintendent:  Cynthia Nava

Fine Arts Coordinator: Jose Hinojosa

1. What is working well in your program?  List specific activities below. 

Professional Development and Training

Professional training is geared towards integrating more of the performing arts into the classroom and enhancing Fine Art lessons to ensure integration.  The training is available to those core teachers who participate in the Arts integration. 

June 
· World Music Drumming, Level1 training
· Elementary music teachers from Mesquite, Desert View, Loma Linda, and Santa Teresa Elementary Schools plus the fine arts facilitator attended training in San Antonio to learn African and Latin American Drumming.  Integrating drumming into the regular classroom curriculum was part of the training.

July

· Orff Level Training,( Rochester, NY)
· Santa Teresa Elementary Music teacher attend training for the purpose of being a certified teacher in the Orff method of teaching elementary music. Much of the Orff method includes integration with other core subjects.

August

· Integrating the Arts into the Curriculum Art Continuous Calendar

· Visual Arts Lessons from New York to London, Taking the Best and Leaving the Rest  Continuous Calendar Teacher Workshop

· Continuous Calendar Music Teacher Workshop

September

· Enhancing Literacy through the Arts, Drs. Linda and Edmund Ostrander(Anthony, NM)

· Integrating the Arts into the Curriculum Art Traditional Calendar

· Visual Arts Lessons from New York to London, Taking the Best and Leaving the Rest  Traditional Calendar Teacher Workshop

· Traditional Calendar Music Teacher Workshop

October 
· Fine Arts Integration 3rd thru 6th Grade Curriculum Part 1 & 2, Gina Torres 

November 

· Developing Language Skills through Storytelling and Music, Drs. Linda and Edmund Ostrander

· New Mexico Art Education Association Conference, Albuquerque, NM
· Berino, Mesquite, San Miguel, Riverside, and Desert Trail, Gadsden and Chaparral High school Fine Arts Council representatives attended.

· American Orff-Schulwerk National Conference (Elementary Music)
· Anthony, Loma Linda, San Miguel, and Sunrise Elementary Music instructors attended.

Spring 2008

· New Mexico Music Educators Association Conference (January, 2008)

· Music Educators National Convention (April, 2008)

· National Art Educators Association National Convention (March, 2008)

· Southwestern Regional American Choral Directors Conference (February, 2008)

· Ballet Folklorico Instructor Workshop(Proposal, February, 2008)

· The Shape of Content: Supporting Numeracy and Literacy through the Arts (Proposal, February/March, 2008)

· New Mexico and National Art Educator Conference Workshop (Proposal, April/July 2008)

· New Mexico and National Music Educators Association Conference Workshop (Proposal, April/July 2008)

Arts Integration

The focus for this academic year was to continue collaboration between general education and the Fine Arts instructors.  Each Fine Arts instructor is to collaborate with the grade levels in designing lessons and activities to enhance student academic achievement.  With the Balance Literacy, Gadsden Math Initiative, and the Read 180 programs being the major focus of the district, the Fine Arts instructors have designed lessons and activities that support each concept:

· 3rd thru 6th grade Poetry to Music Project in collaboration with focus poem and Art and Music Word Wall format for Balanced Literacy.

· Math and reading songs to improve basic math and reading skills for Reading 180 program

· Tessellations and polygon activities tie-ins to work done by Picasso

· Music and Social Studies integration- 4th Reader’s Theater Performance on the writing of the constitution

· Literature and Music themed lessons- Poems and Songs of Thanksgiving

· Applying music theory of counting different rhythm involving mathematical principles.

· Math and Science Nights

Further integration occurs through cultural or thematic-based performances and activities:

· November Patriotic programs in conjunction with K-3 Mini Conferences-Commemoration of Armistice/Veterans Day theme.   Kindergarten through 5th grade students performed patriotic music and dance routines.

· Dia de Los Muertos Displays and presentations by Mexican Consul

· Student generated Power Point presentations of artist and musicians; illustrated poetry, stories, music; and Seasonal School performances reflecting culture through music and art were created through this collaboration.

· Collaborative initiatives between elementary and secondary schools to enhance students’ talents and skills locally, regionally, and between states through competition and promotion.

· Gadsden Administrative Complex District Art Display- Bi-annual display of students works at administrative complex

· Gadsden Youth Honor Choir (elementary and middle school honorees)

· All State Youth Choir (15 area representatives)
· Annual High Tech Consortium of Southern New Mexico X-Prize Art Contest
· New México Expo 2007, Alburquerque, NM
· Southwest New Mexico State Fair 2007, Las Cruces, NM
· Annual El Paso Community College K-12 Art Exhibit, El Paso, TX
· Dona Ana County Building Display, Las Cruces, NM- Bi-annual display of students works at County facility in collaboration with Las Cruces Public Schools
· Premiere Winter Festival of Choirs-Elementary Youth Honor Choir, Middle School and High School Choirs community performance in December.
Artist in Residence

Each site has assigned two representatives to participate in the District Fine Arts Council.  The Council’s responsibility is to generate artistic performances or workshops for the student body to enhance their academic experience. Below is a list of those schools that had performances or workshops in the fall.

· La Llorona - With the collaboration with GEAR UP, Rosalia de Aragon Pacheco was hired to give school and community performances of “La Llorona”.  The Elementary performances focused on the story of La Llorona and its numerous versions.  The Secondary performances focused on performing as a career choice.  An evening performance for the community concluded the collaboration.

· Elementary Sites: Anthony, Desert Trail, La Union, Santa Teresa, and Vado Elementary

· Secondary Sites: Chaparral, Gadsden, and Santa Teresa Middle School

· Community: Santa Teresa High School Fine Arts Cafetorium

· La Anciana: Stories of New Mexico- Spring performances by Rosalia de Aragon Pacheco to remaining elementary sites (Chaparral, Berino, Loma Linda, Desert View, Mesquite, Riverside, San Miguel, Sunland Park, and Sunrise Elementary)
· Desert Trail

· UTEP Ballet- Holiday Spectacular

· Joe Hayes- Storyteller

·  Jamie O’Hara-Magic of Reading

· Desert View Elementary

· David D’Angelo Productions…Magic and Reading

· UTEP Theatre- A Christmas Carol

· Mesquite Elementary

· Glenn Schwaiger, Tile Muralist, 5th and 6th grade Mural Project, Phase 2

· San Miguel Elementary

· UTEP Ballet- Holiday Spectacular

· Santa Teresa Elementary

· UTEP Ballet- A Holiday Spectacular

· Sunland Park Elementary

· Linda Posey-How to Become a Clown

After School Programs

· Beginning Elementary Band- initiative to establish beginning elementary programs within each region.  Selected 5th and 6th grade students from elementary sites within the region meet twice a week.

· Southern Region

· Sunland Park Elementary- Monday and Wednesday 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm.  5th and 6th grade students.  

· Central Region- Program to be initiated in the spring.  Gadsden High and Middle School band directors to generate program.

· Northern Region-Program to be initiated in the spring.

· Vado Elementary- Beginning 4th thru 6th program Mondays and Wednesdays from 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm.  Mondays will be sectional rehearsals with violin and trumpet specialists and the Vado music teacher teaching guitar. Wednesdays will be large group rehearsals.  

· Chaparral Region- Program yet to be initiated due to inability to find instructor
· Gadsden District Youth Honor Choir – Selected students from each elementary school meets on Thursdays throughout the year.  The purpose is to give more advanced music students and opportunity to sing music at a higher level and quality than they would receive in a regular music classroom.  This choir performs in two major concerts per year plus any other special invitations that may arise.

· Anthony Elementary

· Ballet Folklorico- 4th thru 6th grade dance group 2 1-hour weekly sessions on Wednesday and Thursday 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm

· Guitar Club- 1-hour weekly session on Monday 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm

· Advanced Choir- 1-hour weekly session on Wednesday 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm

· Berino Elementary (Set for Spring)

· Art Club-Students and parents/community volunteer will work together to create an art project.  Three one-hour sessions four times a year will target one grade level per project.  3rd- 6th grades will be targeted.  Each grade level will create a different project.  Art teacher, Andrea Goldman, and Parent Outreach Ambassador, Blanca Dominguez, will work together.

· Chaparral Elementary

· Ballet Folklorico- 4th thru 6th grade beginning folklorico dance group 2 1-hour sessions Tuesday and Thursday 3:00 pm to 4:00pm

· Roadrunner Music Club-4th thru 6th grade students interested in enhancing music experience.  Tuesday afternoons from 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm.  Limited to 20 students.

· Desert View Elementary

· Advanced Choir- 5th and 6th grade advance choir students 2 1-hour sessions Tuesday and Thursday 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm

· Community Mural- K thru 6th grade Parent and students creating Community Ceramic Mural 3 1-hour weekly sessions Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm; 1 2-hour weekly session Saturdays

· La Union Elementary

· Drama, Art, and Photography clubs-programs to focus on the cultural heritage of the La Union area.  The program would run from September through May, two days a week for an hour 3:00 pm to 5:30 pm

· San Miguel Elementary

· Drama Club- 4th thru 6th grade students 2 1.5 hour sessions Tuesday and Thursday 3:00 pm to 4:30 pm learn and apply dance, music, theater/drama to express cultural and personal experiences or expressions.

· Santa Teresa Elementary

· Ballet Folklorico- beginning folklorico 4th grade dance group 1 1-hour session Wednesday 3:00 pm to 4:00pm

· Sunrise Elementary

· Ballet Folklorico Amanecer- Beginning folklorico 4th thru 6th grade dance group 2 1-hour weekly sessions Tuesday and Thursday 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm.

· Vado Elementary

· Ballet Folklorico- 4th thru 6th folklorico dance group  1-hour weekly session Wednesday 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm

Community Links

Professional development will be directed towards defining examples and methods employed for integrating more of the Fine Arts into the classroom and enhancing Fine Art lessons to ensure the integration.  One means to be employed is initiating a link with area and regional community services.  
· Sunland Park Child and Family Service Program (SPCFS)- Sunland Park community link to assist in community sponsored programs
· Music at the Plaza, September 15 Fiesta-GISD students in collaboration with SPCFS and the Mexican Consul generated pamphlet explaining the significance of Mexico’s 15th of September Celebration
· Concilio Campesino del Sudoeste- Dona Ana County Corporation working with the Foster Grandparents, Senior Citizen Companion, and Ameri-Corps Volunteer Programs.  Corporation link has provided:
·  Ameri-Corp funded volunteer to assist with the administration of the “Member? You Member!” initiative
· Link to the international Time Banks Program www.timebanks.org

· Establishing Memorandum of Agreement between the GISD Parent Ambassadors and Concilio to provide community networking for every school site. Networking to generate social and academic programs for the students, parents, senior citizen. 
· El Paso Museum of Art- Elementary sites have initiated this link to reinforce historical and artistic studies through field trips and teacher workshops.
· City of Las Cruces Branigan Cultural Center Museum- Elementary sites have initiated this link to reinforce historical and artistic studies through field trips.
· Mexican Consulate- Link initiated to provide elementary sites access to cultural presentations and programs of Mexico.
· New Mexico State University
· With the American Choral Director’s Association sponsors the New Mexico All-State Youth Choirs.  All our elementary schools send in audition CDs.  Many of our students were selected to sing in this choir.

· Choral Department -Students chosen to sing on the Jack Ward Choral Festival at New Mexico State University in March of 2008.
· NMSU Art Department- 
· Jesus Mata, NMSU Art Instructor-link established for networking between elementary classroom and artist in training.
· University of Texas El Paso
· Gina Torres and Ed Lowrance, UTEP Art Instructors- link established for networking between elementary classroom and future art teachers.
Student Travel

Elementary Student Travel Budget has been created to provide monies for student travel to various Fine Arts Facilities, Performances, and Competitions. Below is a list of sites that have used their monies this fall.

· Desert Trail Elementary

· UTEP Magoffin Auditorium “Holiday Spectacular”

· Loma Linda Elementary

· El Paso Museum of Art

· Riverside Elementary

· El Paso Museum of Art

· San Miguel Elementary

· Las Cruces Museum of Art “Dali Exhibit”

· UTEP Magoffin Auditorium “Holiday Spectacular”

· Santa Teresa Elementary

· UTEP Magoffin Auditorium “Holiday Spectacular”

· Vado Elementary for Choral Performance

· Sunland Park Elementary

· El Paso Museum of Art

· Vado Elementary

· El Paso Museum of Art

Equipment and Material Funding

Each elementary site was allocated a budget line item for equipment, supplies, and materials based on student population.  Site allocations enable sites to fund programs based on independent assessments.  Details are given in attached PDF files Part 1 and Part 2.

2. What areas of your program need strengthening?
“Member?  You member!” Initiative

· The initial goal is to have created an historical account of each school site and their community through the efforts of the teachers, students, parents, and community senior citizens.  Five schools (Anthony, Desert Trail, Desert View, Loma Linda and Mesquite Elementary) were identified as pilot sites for implementing the Foster Grandparents/ Senior Companion - “Member?  You Member!” Program.  The focus was on creating historical accounts of the development of the community and the schools through the words of its senior citizens and the talents of the schools’ student population.  
· The plan was to identify grades at each site that will draw from the senior volunteers’ storytelling and create illustrated translations of their school and community’s history.  The music and dance of the era will be taught and performed to accent this historical account.  All this is to be presented as part of community performances and resource data for each school’s website.   The other sites were to implement the program in the preceding years.

· Though in the second year of implementation, this initiative has failed to progress due inability to generate the volunteers.  With establishing the MOA with the GISD Parent Ambassadors and the Concilio, it is hoped the volunteers will be found and the initiative moves forward.
3. Has your Parent Advisory Committee met?  Yes   X   No ____.  If yes, date(s) met.

District has been divided up into 4 regions and meetings are scheduled on a monthly basis.  Representatives include Fine Arts and curriculum instructors, parent volunteers, and representative of administration for each site.  

· Chaparral Region (Chaparral, Desert Trail, and Sunrise Elementary)

· July 31 and September 17, 2007

· Central Region (Anthony, Berino, Loma Linda, and La Union Elementary)

· August 14, 2007

· Northern Region (Mesquite, San Miguel, and Vado Elementary)

· July 30 and September 18, 2007

· San Miguel Gold team- August 13, September 18, October 23, and November 13, 2007

· Southern Region (Desert View, Riverside, Santa Teresa, and Sunland Park Elementary)

· August 13, 2007

· District Fine Arts Council (Fine Arts Committee Representatives form all Elementary and Secondary sites)

· August 23, 2007
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         Superintendent:  Ron Haugen

Fine Arts Coordinator: Jose Hinojosa

1. What is working well in your program?  List specific activities below. 

Professional Development and Training

Professional training is geared towards integrating more of the performing arts into the classroom and enhancing Fine Art lessons to ensure integration.  The training is available to those core teachers who participate in the Arts integration. 

· September

· Orff Workshop, (Las Cruces, NM)

· Vado, Anthony, Desert Trail and Loma Linda Elementary Music Teachers attended.

· El Paso Museum of Art Teacher Workshop

· Desert Trail and Sunrise Elementary art instructors attended.

· October 

· Dr. Debra Knapp New Mexico State University Art-in-Education Series: Kinesthetic Activities for the Core Curriculum

· All Elementary Fine Arts and several general educators and instructional aides attended.

· Two 3-part Regional Sessions for follow up in January/February 

· November 

· New Mexico Art Education Association Conference, Santa Fe, NM

· Berino, Mesquite, San Miguel, Riverside, and Desert Trail, Gadsden and Chaparral High school Fine Arts Council representatives attended.

· AOSA (Orff) National Convention, Omaha, Nebraska

· Anthony, Loma Linda, San Miguel, and Sunrise Elementary Music instructors attended.
· Those that attended the National or regional conferences/workshops are required to design site or regional training workshops for 2007 (Spring/Fall).  This training is based on what was learned or gained at these conferences/workshops.

Arts Integration

The focus for this academic year was to initiate collaboration between general education and the Fine Arts instructors.  Each Fine Arts instructor is to initiate collaboration with at least one grade level and work at integrating the Fine Arts into regular classroom lessons and activities.  Below are examples of these collaborations:

· Anthony Elementary

· Art-

· Focus on Early Childhood thru 6th grade math concepts

· Music-

· Collaboration with Reading Process Trainer on Orff methods in Literature

· Berino Elementary

· Art-

· 1st grade Classes Thematic Units- Art instructor generates lessons to support various themes 

· Art/Music-
· 4th grade Class Winter Program- Art instructor generates lessons to construct backdrops for program

· Chaparral Elementary
· Art-

· Cross-curricular activities involving the Alamogordo Space Museum

· General Ed Teacher’s observations of art classroom.

· Desert Trail Elementary

· Art-

· 6th grade class and Community Optimist Club collaboration of art and community services.

· 5th grade and the El Paso Museum of Art activities to prepare for annual field trip to the Museum

· 3rd grade State History Thematic Unit activities entered in Southwest New Mexico State Fair competition and won Best of Show.

· Desert View Elementary

· Art-

· 5th and 6th grade class focus on Language Arts and Math through Visual Arts

· Music-

· Integration of focus poems, social, cultural, and historical issues at every grade level for homeroom lessons.

· Mesquite Elementary

· Art-

· 3rd and 4th grade Art/Science Integration- Human Skeleton Unit

· La Union Elementary- 

· Art-

· Weather Windsocks, Water Cycle, and the Lunar Phases Art/Science Activities

· Art/Music-

· Dia De Los Muertos After School Teacher Workshop- art and music activities for integration into the Classroom

· 3rd and 4th grade multiplication facts through songs

· Loma Linda Elementary

· Art-

· Kindergarten thru 6th Reading, Math, and Science support activities

· Reading Process Trainer collaboration for Balanced Literacy support activities with Caldecott Literature modalities

· Music-

· Kindergarten to 1st integrating “Phonic Song” series

· 2nd , 3rd, and 4th grade “Literacy-based” music lessons

· After School luncheon/budget planning Teacher workshops

· Mentoring new music teachers at other elementary sites.

· Riverside Elementary

· Art-

· Integrate lessons to generate activities at all levels for National Holidays- Presidents Day, Constitution Day, and Martin Luther King Jr. etc…

· Music-

· Application of Kodaly Method to teach reading and writing.

· San Miguel Elementary

· Art-

· 6th grade Egyptian Thematic Unit- Art lessons in Egyptian art.

· Kindergarten and 1st- Art activities to teach “how” to use artistic tools and materials

· Music-

· 3rd thru 6th grade integration with literacy and math

· Santa Teresa Elementary

· Art-

· Focus on Math and Science through Visual Arts

· Music-

· Collaboration with the Reading Process Trainer for the site to create a program to include children’s writings and music for spring 2007.

· Sunland Park Elementary

· Art-

· 3rd thru 6th grade “Hot Air Balloon” and “1947, Roswell Incident” mural examples of visual arts integration.

· Music-

· 2ND thru 6th grade meetings outlining lessons for the year to guide music instruction

· Sunrise Elementary

· Art- 
· Kindergarten classes adapting “Wearable Art” activity obtained from New Mexico Art Education Association Conference

· Music-

· Kinder thru 6th grade meetings outlining lessons for the year to guide music instruction

· Vado Elementary

· Music-

· 5th grade collaboration on musical based on the Constitution of the United States

· Ballet Folklorico Group 3rd thru 6th grade working on cultural enrichment

· District- Collaborative initiatives between elementary and secondary schools to enhance students’ talents and skills locally, regionally, and between states through competition and promotion.

· Gadsden Administrative Complex District Art Display

· Gadsden Youth Honor Choir (elementary and middle school honorees)

· All State Youth Choir (15 area representatives)

· High Tech Consortium of Southern New Mexico X-Prize Art Contest

· New Mexico Expo 2006, Albuquerque, NM

· Santa Fe PED November Display

· Southwest New Mexico State Fair, Las Cruces, NM

· El Paso Community College K-12 Art Exhibit, El Paso, TX

· Dona Ana County Building Display, Las Cruces, NM

· New Mexico State University Choral Guild and Gadsden Youth Honor Choir Commissioned Youth Choral Performance

Artist in Residence

Each site has assigned two representatives to participate in the District Fine Arts Council.  The Council’s responsibility is to generate artistic performances or workshops for the student body to enhance their academic experience. Below is a list of those schools that had performances or workshops in the fall.

· Anthony Elementary

· After School Ballet Folklorico Program

· Chaparral Elementary

· Muralist, Perfecto Morales-series of student mural depicting various programs within the school

· University of Texas Ballet “Nutcracker”

· Desert View Elementary

· Las Cruces Branigan Center Traveling King Tut Exhibit

· After School Ballet Folklorico Program

· After School Fashion Design Program

· University of Texas El Paso Ballet “Nutcracker”

· La Union Elementary

· Renowned Joe Hayes Author/Storyteller

· Rosemary Calderon, Let’s Make A Scarecrow Saturday Parent/Student Workshop

· Loma Linda Elementary

· El Paso Community College Mexican Modern Exhibit

· San Miguel Elementary

· University of Texas El Paso Ballet “Nutcracker”

· Santa Teresa Elementary

· Lorenzo Guel, Latin American Music Concert

“Member?  You member!” Initiative

Five schools (Anthony, Desert Trail, Desert View, Loma Linda and Mesquite Elementary) are pilot sites for implementing the Foster Grandparents/ Senior Companion - “Member?  You Member!” Program.  The focus is on creating historical accounts of the development of the community and the schools through the words of its senior citizens and the talents of the schools’ student population.  

· The plan is to identify grades at each site that will draw from the senior volunteers’ storytelling and create illustrated translations of their school and community’s history.  The music and dance of the era will be taught and performed to accent this historical account.  All this is to be presented as part of community performances and resource data for each school’s website.   The other sites will implement the program in the preceding years.

· The initial goal is to have created an historical account of each school site and their community through the efforts of the teachers, students, parents, and community senior citizens.

· At this time, all but one site has been successful in establishing at least one senior volunteer to generate performances and historical narratives.
Community Links
Professional development will be directed towards defining examples and methods employed for integrating more of the Fine Arts into the classroom and enhancing Fine Art lessons to ensure the integration.  One means to be employed is initiating a link with area and regional community services.  

· Concilio Campesino del Sudoeste- Dona Ana County Corporation working with the Foster Grandparents, Senior Citizen Companion, and Ameri-Corps Volunteer Programs.  Corporation link has provided:
· Ameri-Corp funded volunteer to assist with the administration of the “Member? You Member!” initiative
· Senior Volunteers for schools site to assist with Arts integration and “Member? You Member!” initiative
· Link to the international Time Banks Program www.timebanks.org  
· El Paso Museum of Art- Elementary sites have initiated this link to reinforce historical and artistic studies through field trips and teacher workshops.
· City of Las Cruces Branigan Cultural Center Museum- Elementary sites have initiated this link to reinforce historical and artistic studies through field trips.
· New Mexico State University
· Debra Knapp, Arts Integration through Movement, New Mexico State University) October, 2006 /
· Follow up in January-February, 2007
· Jesus Mata and NMSU Art Department field workshops in Spring, 2007
· University of Texas El Paso
· Charles Fench, UTEP Art Professor Teacher workshop in Spring, 2007
Student Travel

Elementary Student Travel Budget has been created to provide monies for student travel to various Fine Arts Facilities, Performances, and Competitions. Below is a list of sites that have used their monies this fall.

· Berino Elementary

· 3rd thru 6th Grade X-Prize Day Trip- field trip enhancing science, art, and career planning

· Chaparral Elementary

· National Museum of Space History

· University of Texas El Paso Ballet

· Desert View Elementary

· King Tut Exhibition, Las Cruces, NM

· Mesquite Elementary

· El Paso Community College K-12 Art Awards Banquet-Parents/Students taken to banquet to view works and receive awards earned at this competition.

· Loma Linda Elementary

· Pumpkin Patch, La Union, NM “Symmetry” (Kindergarten)

· Southern New Mexico State Fair Student Field Trip (1st Grade)

· El Paso Museum of Art Mexican Modern Exhibit (4th Grade)

· Riverside Elementary

· International Mariachi Annual Conference/Workshops-students sponsored to participate in workshop and National Conference.

· San Miguel Elementary

· International Mariachi Annual Conference/Workshops-students sponsored to participate in workshop and National Conference.

· People to People Conference- sponsored People to People nominee

· University of Texas El Paso Ballet

Equipment and Material Funding

Each elementary site was allocated a budget line item for equipment, supplies, and materials based on student population.  Site allocations enable sites to fund programs based on independent assessments.  Details are given in attached PDF files Part 1 and Part 2.

2. What areas of your program need strengthening?

At this stage of the program, the Professional Development Training/Workshop component needs to identify more resources and links for enhancement and variety.  Funding, location, and participants are easily addressed, but being restricted to dates and number of sessions limits which components can be attended or scheduled.

After school or Weekend sessions will have to be considered.  This will add to the cost, which could generate the same result.  A committee is in the works to address this concern.

3. Has your Parent Advisory Committee met?  Yes   X   No ____.  If yes, date(s) met.

· Anthony Elementary

· Fall Math and Literacy Nights- Fine Arts activities reflecting math and reading concepts

· Spring 2007 After School Community Mural- Creation of a mural of the United States depicting the number of miles walked during the Wellness Program.  

· Berino Elementary

· Fall Science and Math nights- Fine Arts activities reflecting math and science concepts

· Chaparral Elementary

· Scheduled for Spring, 2007

· Desert Trail Elementary

· Math and Science Night in November- applications of art/music activities generated for NMAEA Conference workshops

· Desert View Elementary

· Hispanic Heritage Celebration, September

· Parent meeting concerning After School Ballet Folklorico and Fashion Design Workshops

· Reading Night, November

· Mesquite Elementary

· Fall Math Investigations Night- Art activities with mathematical theme

· La Union Elementary

· August - Open House Pre-Historic Animal Art Cave- activity to introduce parents to the art program and teacher.  Native American Flute performance.

· September- Star Spangled Banner Day.  Performances for parents and school board depicting events leading up to the writing of the Star Spangled Banner.

· October-Let’s Build a Scarecrow Weekend Workshop- activity used to promote Red-Ribbon week

· November- Family Math and Library Night- Music and Art activities based on math and literacy

· Loma Linda Elementary

· Fall Math, Science, and Literacy nights – Art and music activities with mathematical, scientific, and literary themes.

· Thanksgiving Program- “The First Thanksgivings” traditional and local Thanksgiving commemoration musical

· Riverside Elementary

· Fall Math and Science Nights- Art/Music activities with mathematical or science theme 

· San Miguel Elementary

· Crafts Night

· Art Booster Program- teaming with parents and community members to demonstrate and display individual artistic talents to site students.

· All State Choir and Community themed performances

· Santa Teresa Elementary

· Scheduled for Spring, 2007

· Sunland Park Elementary

· October and November Math and Science Nights- art/music activities related to math and science

· Sunrise Elementary

· Math and Science nights, August and December

· Vado Elementary

· Scheduled for Spring, 2007

· District Fine Arts Council

· Monthly meetings during the 1st Thursday of each month started in September and will continue through April.  Committee members are in the process of identifying parents from each site willing to participate in these meetings.
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District Gadsden Independent School District      Acting Superintendent Agueda Mora  

Visual and Performing Arts Coordinator Jose Hinojosa

1. What is working well in your program?  List specific activities below.

Professional Development

· Art Integration into Balanced Literacy Classroom (Sept

· El Paso Museum of Art Teacher Workshops (Nov, 2005)

· 2005 NMAEA Boston Conference

· Dia de Los Muertos Workshop, Rosemary Calderon (Oct, 2005)

· Bilingual Transition in Art Class, Jose Reyes & Bertha Gutierrez, GISD Bilingual Specialist (Oct, 2005)

· Glorietta Orff Retreat, Glorietta, NM (Oct, 2005))

· Art Integration into Math Class, Cissy Andreas, GISD GMI Specialist (Nov, 2005

· National Orff Convention, Birmingham, Alabama (Nov, 2005)

· Orff Workshop, Paul Halstead Orff-Schulwerk Specialist ( Nov, 2005)

· African Art, Rosemary Calderon (Jan, 2006)

· Japan Fulbright Teacher Scholarship Workshop, Dawn Peppas (Jan, 2006)

· National Art Educators Association Boston Conference Workshops (February & April, 2006)

· Pamela Powell- The Arts

· Judith Ward- Elementary Music Made Easy

· El Viaje del Arte, Debra Knapp, Assist Prof Director of Dance NMSU (April, 2006)

a. Community Outreach

i. Fine Arts instructors have generated increased parent participation with PTO and Parent Teacher Conference, through the initiation of Art Shows and Musical Performances to show case the students.

ii. Foster Grandparents of Dona Ana County presentations have set in place future resources for volunteers and artisans.

iii. Sunland Park Child and Family Development Department

b. Coordinator and Facilitator Positions

i. Positions have enabled instructors, school administration, and parents to voice needs, concerns, and suggestions.

ii. Needs, concerns, and suggestions can be addressed independently and efficiently.

iii. Networking with each school site and regional programs is now feasible

iv. Resource, updating, and coordination of regional artists and programs are done.

2. What areas of your program need strengthening?

· Facilities

· Not all sites have the capacity to provide separate classroom for Fine Arts instructors.  Four sites have each instructor floating from class to class.

· Scheduling

· Classes are doubled up due to other scheduling mandates

· 30/35-minute sessions implemented to enable site higher-prioritized programs

· Teacher preparation time shortened or eliminated to meet needs of student population or other preferred programs.

· After School Professional Development

3. Has your Parent Advisory Committee met?  Yes,   X   No,       .  If yes, date met.  Please list some topics discussed.

· Our Fine Arts Council, which includes parent representatives, meets several times a year.  Our meeting schedule is attached as well as the agenda for the first meeting.  

· We have also utilized the Bilingual Parent Action Committee to inform parents on the FAEA.  

· We have also utilized each school sites PTO nights to inform parents on our program and FAEA.

