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                                                               FINAL – 2/22/07

REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MINUTES

February 8, 2007

	Introduction         1.

Roll Call 
	The meeting of the Gadsden School Board convened in open session at 5:30 p.m. with President Maria Saénz presiding.  This meeting was held in the Anthony Elementary School Cafeteria in Anthony, New Mexico. 
Board Members present were Mr. Daniel Castillo, Mr. Charles Gonnell, Mrs. Manuela Huerta, Ms. Maria E. Saénz and Mrs. Jennifer Viramontes.      

	Pledge &                 2.
Mission Statement       
	The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Anthony Elementary School students.  The mission statement was read by Mrs. Viramontes.  

	Supt.'s Report        3.

	Programs, Reports, and Correspondence

A.  Superintendent’s Report  
      Supt. Haugen introduced Anthony Elementary School Principal, Mrs. Marquez, who welcomed everyone.  Mrs. Marquez introduced Mr. Armando Romero sponsor of the ballet folklorico.  The students performed a couple of dances.  
      Supt. Haugen introduced Mr. Foster; GHS principal who awarded Patrick Hernandez a certificate for outstanding achievement for qualifying for All State in Cross Country.  Accompanying Patrick was Coach Rivera.
     Supt. Haugen said that he had received an e-mail from Andrew Moralez on the Bridge Program through Dona Ana Community College that is at both Gadsden and Santa Teresa High Schools and was being recognized by the U.S. Department of Education.  The Bridge Program ties in with the Next Step Program.   
     Supt. Haugen announced and congratulated Marilyn Watson, who works with our fine arts program.  She has been selected to the New Mexico Advisory Council on Arts Education.  
     Supt. Haugen said that he had spent the morning canvassing votes at the Bureau of Elections and the final outcome of the elections was:  District 1 - Mrs. Huerta, District 2-Mrs. Viramontes, District 3-Mrs. Saenz, District 4-Mr. Castillo and District 5 Mr. Craig Ford.  Supt Haugen said that all of the 2020 employees look to the board for their guidance and leadership that is essential for the district to keep going forward and congratulated all of them.

     Supt. Haugen gave the Board members a calendar from the County District Attorneys Office which features art work from throughout the county.  Art work featured on the front cover is from Noemi Santiesteban 8th grade student at STMS, the month of February is from Benjamin Reyes 7th grader from GMS and the month of March is from Jorge Terrones 7th grader from GMS.  This is the first time art work from GISD students is featured in the calendar.    
      Supt. Haugen congratulated Mr. Giovas as he had received a letter from School Nutrition Association congratulating Mr. Giovas for his work with a group that he belongs to the Trendsetters.  

	Board President’s Report 
	     President Saénz congratulated Mr. Romero for his quality work with the Ballet Folklorico, the students for their dance performances, and Patrick Hernandez qualifying for All State in Cross Country.  President Saénz commented on the recognition awarded to the Bridge Program by the U.S. Dept. of Education, which is outstanding when our programs receive such recognition and are used as models.  Welcomed Mr. Ford and thanked Mr. Gonnell for the hard work he has done for the district.  
     Supt. Haugen introduced Laura Hamilton a representative of the Verde Group who is looking at building in the Sunland Park/Santa Teresa area.  The Verde Group will meet with the Board members at a future meeting to make a presentation on their project.    

	Board                 

Members
	C.  Board Members
      Mr. Castillo thanked Mr. Gonnell and welcomed Mr. Ford.  Mr. Castillo thanked all of the voters and especially his wife for all the hard work.  Mr. Castillo thanked Mrs. Marquez for hosting the meeting and for letting him work all day in the enchilada dinner fundraiser.  

    Mrs. Viramontes thanked everyone that supported her, it was close, and she will work hard to do what is best for the district.  Mrs. Viramontes said she had visited DPA during their work session, she saw the love and pride that the students have in the school.  Mrs. Viramontes also attended a meeting addressing the needs of gifted students.  Mrs. Viramontes thanked Mr. Romero and mentioned to him the possibility of showcasing the dancers and also the Chiquitines from San Miguel in the regional board members meeting.        
     Mrs. Huerta expressed thanks to all that helped her in anyway.  Mrs. Huerta said she met a student that had graduated last year and was not thinking of going to college, she spoke to them about not giving up.  On election day she was approached with a request for help to complete the college application.  
      Mr. Gonnell said that the district has come a long way from a year ago.  Mr. Gonnell expressed his thanks to all not only the Board for working together, but for the administration for always doing their best for the students.  Mr. Gonnell said that things at CHS are coming along, that the sewer system was approved, and the band uniforms will be in for the start of the school year.  

	Student Rep.
	D.  Bobby Salcedo said he was glad he was able to come to the meeting.  He congratulated everyone for being elected to the Board, thanked Mr. Gonnell for what he has learned from him.  The District Leadership students will travel to Santa Fe February 25th & 26th.  

	Personnel Report
	E.  Mr. Haugen informed the Board that the personnel report was included for their information and no action was required.

	Modification          4.   of the Agenda
	Mrs. Viramontes made motion to move item I. Pledge to America’s School Children Letter to Congressional Members to Action Item 7C.  Supt. Haugen recommended approval of the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.

	Consent                 5. Agenda
	Mrs. Viramontes moved to approve the consent agenda as modified.  Supt. Haugen recommended approval of the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.

	Open Forum          6.
	Open Forum 
Santiago Burciaga congratulated the Board as a whole and hoped that the Board continues working together and doing a great job for the students in the district.     

	                            7.     

Quality of Ed.
Survey Local Board Questions
	Action Items

A.   Mrs. Viramontes made a motion to table the Quality of Education Survey Local Board Questions until next board meeting.  Supt. Haugen recommended approval of the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  

	ICAT  Release Day for CMS Students
	B.   Mr. Gonnell made a motion to approve the request to release CMS students on Friday, February 16, 2007 for ICAT.  Supt. Haugen recommended approval of the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  

	Pledge to America’s School Children
	C.  Mrs. Viramontes made a motion to approve sending the Pledge to America’s School Children Letter to Congressional Members.  Supt. Haugen recommended approval of the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  

	                               8.             

Equalization Guarantee Computation 
	Discussion Items 

A.  Assoc. Supt. Laura Garcia said that she had met with Leslie Lujan, the districts Budget Analyst with the Public Education Department.  Ms. Lujan explained that the unit value had increased within the last week.  Projections were based on 40th day counts from last year.  Ms. Garcia did say that the loss in revenue would not be as much as originally reported do to decrease in funding.    

	District-wide Advisory Committee
	B.  The Board discussed the possibility of creating a District-Wide Advisory Committee.  Mrs. Viramontes explained that by creating such a committee it would help with communication within the district. 

	Board Workshop Schedule – Planning 2007-2008
	C.  Supt. Haugen suggested for the Board to look into setting up Board workshop meetings, reminded them of the February 17th Workshop. 

	                              9.
Closed Session  
	Mr. Gonnell motioned to go into closed Personnel Session Pursuant to NMSA 1978, 10-15-1, H-2 to discuss personnel actions, pending litigation, collective bargaining.  Real Property Pursuant to 10-15-1, H, NMSA 1978 as amended to discuss Purchase of Land.  Supt. Haugen recommended approval of the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  The Board went into Closed Session at 6:55 p.m.   

	                         10.

Reconvene 

in Open Session 
	Mrs. Viramontes motioned to reconvene in open session.  Supt. Haugen recommended approval of the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  The Board reconvened in Open Session at 8:56 p.m.

	Adjourned 
	Mr. Gonnell motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Supt. Haugen recommended approval of the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  Meeting adjourned at 8:57 p.m.                        
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