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DRAFT - 10/22//07
FINAL – 10/25/07
REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MINUTES

October 11, 2007
	Introduction   
Roll Call 
	1.  The meeting of the Gadsden School Board convened in open session at 5:10 p.m. with President Maria E. Saénz presiding.  This meeting was held in the Gadsden Administrative Complex at 4950 McNutt Road in Sunland Park, New Mexico. Board Members present were Mr. Daniel Castillo, Mr. Craig Ford, Mrs. Manuela Huerta, Ms. Maria E. Saénz and Mrs. Jennifer Viramontes.

	Pledge &                
Mission Statement       
	2.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  The Mission Statement was read by Mrs. Huerta.    

	Supt.'s Report  
	3.  Programs, Reports, and Correspondence:

     A.  Superintendent’s Report 
           Supt. Nava reminded everyone of the kick off at GMS for “Opt 4 Education-Don’t Opt Out” on Wednesday, October 17, 2007 at 1:00 p.m.  Secretary of Education Dr. Veronica Garcia will be present at the event. 

           Supt. Nava also reminded everyone of the annual Special Education Conference, “Fiesta Educativa” being held on October 18th & 19th in Las Cruces at the Hotel Encanto.  Keynote speakers for the event will be Richard Lavoie and Victor Villaseñor.        
            

	Board President’s Report
Board Member’s Reports 
	B. President Saénz said she had attended the ribbon cutting ceremonies at CHS and was amazed at the parent turn-out.
C. Board Members: 

     Mr. Castillo said he missed the ribbon cutting do to illness but has been at several GISD sports events, he noted the need for more parental involvement and lack of school spirit at these events.  

           Mr. Ford congratulated GHS on their win over Cathedral.  Mr. Ford reiterated the need for parental involvement and school spirit at extra curricular events. Mr. Ford agreed with Ms. Saénz, he stated that everything went as planned at the ribbon cutting ceremony for CHS. 

	 
	       Mrs. Viramontes stated she had also attended the ribbon cutting ceremony for CHS.  She said it was good to recognize all the people involved, beginning with the family that donated the land and the people who first had the insight for a high school in Chaparral.  Mrs. Viramontes said that the students show their pride with attendance at the STHS football games.  She stated that there are other events such as the High Q team beating Burgess, this was the first time participating in this event.  The students are representing their schools and they need to make their parents aware of all of these activities so that their parents are involved.   Mrs. Viramontes said she also attended the SHAC meeting.  
     Mrs. Huerta also attended the CHS ceremonies and reiterated that parental involvement is very important.  That parental involvement begins at the elementary level and should continue to be done through high school.  
          

	Student Rep
	      D.  Diana Solis said that DPA was at 90% attendance on the 40th day.  

	Personnel Report
	     E.   The personnel report is included for the Boards’ information and no action is required.

	Modification       

of the Agenda
	4.  Mrs. Viramontes made a motion to accept the agenda as with the recommended modifications to the consent agenda.  Supt. Nava recommended approval of the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.        

	Consent                  Agenda
	5.  Mr. Ford made a motion to approve the consent agenda with the recommended changes to item 5A. School Board Minutes for September 27, 2007.  Supt. Nava recommended approval of the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.

	Open Forum         
	6.  Open Forum - None 

	Texas Migrant Council
	7.  Action Items:

     A.  Mr. Ford made a motion to table the request from Texas Migrant Council until all requested materials have been submitted.  Supt. Nava recommended approval of the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.

	District Construction Bldg.
Plaque Layout
	     B.   Mrs. Viramontes made a motion to approve the Construction Building Plaque Layout based on accepted bid for the project.  Supt. Nava recommended approval of the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.

	Anthony Charter School Application 
	8.  Discussion Items:

A.  Dr. Don Duran from the PED Charter School Division presented to the board clarifying the process and responsibilities of the school districts that authorize openings of charters schools in their district.  Dr. Duran reviewed the new Charter School Act that had just passed by the state legislature.  Jerry Ortiz y Pino, from HELP NM also addressed the Board regarding their application to open a Charter School in the Anthony area.  Mr. Ortiz-Pino had Arlene Trujillo, Principal at the Deming Schools Cesar Chavez Charter School and one of her teachers, Manuel Giron addressed the Board with information on their charter school.  

	Closed Session     
	9.  Mrs. Viramontes motioned to go into closed Personnel Session Pursuant to 10-15-1, H-2, NMSA 1978 to discuss personnel actions and Real Property Pursuant to 10-15-1, H-8, NMSA 1978.  Supt. Nava recommended approval of the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  The Board went into Closed Session at 6:40 p.m.   

	Reconvene in Open Session 
	10. Mrs. Huerta made a motion to reconvene in open session.  Supt. Nava recommended approval of the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  The Board reconvened in Open Session at 7:28 p.m.    

	Adjourned 
	     Mrs. Viramontes made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Supt. Nava recommended approval of the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  Meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.                        
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