Adopted:

Amended:

Students

Nursing Services
Pediculosis

Purpose:  The problem of head lice and nits (Pediculosis) is on going and can be difficult to control at home and at school.  Pediculosis does not pose a health risk to the infected individual.  Pediculosis infestations can have negative social and emotional effects that adversely impact learning and performance for the infected student, classroom, and school.

Participants:

Students

Process:

1. When a student is found to be infested with Pediculosis they will be dismissed from school at the end of the day.
2. Students dismissed from school for Pediculosis will be readmitted to school after the condition has been treated and the student is determined to be head lice free by nursing personnel.  Students may not return to school until they are lice free. 
3. Students found to have nits will be readmitted once initial treatment has occurred and the student is lice free.  Parent/guardian will be provided information regarding Pediculosis and follow-up treatment for hatching nits.
4. Students found to have chronic infestations of lice, three or more times during an infestation outbreak, will be dismissed from school.  Parent/guardian will be notified and asked to pick up their child from school. The student will not be readmitted until they are determined to be both lice and nit free by nursing personnel.
5. It is the responsibility of the parents to have their child(ren) treated for Pediculosis.
6. When a student in a classroom has been found to be infested with lice mass screenings will be conducted to include siblings, students living in the same household, and the classroom the student is assigned.
Timeline:

Enforcement of this policy is on-going.
New Mexico Statutes annotated Chapter 22 section 1-4 F
 

 

