RESOLUTION REGARDING: New Mexico Public Schools’ Funding 
WHEREAS,  Article XII, Section 1 of the Constitution of the State of New Mexico  states “A uniform system of free public schools sufficient for the education of, and open to, all the children of school age in the state shall be established and maintained” ( emphasis added ); and

WHEREAS, providing sufficiency for New Mexico’s public schools is the only Constitutional directive established for New Mexico legislators and the Governor;  and

WHEREAS, over the past 20 years state and federal laws have mandated significant increases in the requirements for, and expectations of, the public school system; and 
WHEREAS, despite these new mandates the percentage of state general fund money allocated to public schools in New Mexico has declined from 51.6% in FY 1989 to 43.7% in FY 2009; and
WHEREAS, research has consistently shown that the economic development, growth and well being of a community is dependent on the quality of its public schools; and 
WHEREAS, in 2005, the State of New Mexico formally commissioned and funded a study of the programmatic needs of public schools; and
WHEREAS, this study gathered information and feedback from approximately 2200 New Mexicans who attended town hall meetings, completed a web-based survey, and participated in formal and informal meetings, and included a broad sampling of elected and appointed officials, legislators and legislative staff, school board members , teachers, school administrators, parents and other citizens; and 
WHEREAS, this study recommended a new distribution formula that would distribute sufficient  funds based on factors determined by an individual district’s needs related to poverty, English language learners, special education, mobility and district size; and 
WHEREAS, this study concluded that current funding for public schools in New Mexico is not sufficient to meet the increased requirements and expectations placed upon school districts; and
WHEREAS, this study concluded that $354 million (2008 dollars) of additional state funding would be required annually in order to meet the constitutional requirement to provide a sufficient education to all children of school age in the state; and

WHEREAS, a reasonable conclusion from the findings of this study is that public schools in New Mexico are in a funding crisis for providing sufficient educational programs and that crisis will continue and be exacerbated if the trend of receiving a smaller percentage of available, annual general fund  money is not reversed; and
WHEREAS, legislation was introduced in the 2008 Legislature to implement this study’s recommendations and received the support of many Legislators, but failed to pass; and

WHEREAS, 
many legislators have indicated that the Legislature needs a 60 day Session to comprehend, analyze and act upon such an important measure; and
WHEREAS, the Legislature previously acknowledged the insufficiency of state funding for public school capital outlay, found and implemented a source of revenue to fix that problem; and

WHEREAS, 
school boards and school administrators have a fiduciary responsibility to advocate for, promote and protect the rights of all students within their local school districts to a sufficient education as defined by the Constitution of the State of New Mexico;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Gadsden Independent School District Board of Education hereby endorses the findings of the funding study based on sufficiency; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Gadsden Independent School District Board of Education  expresses its appreciation and congratulations to those Legislators who supported the study’s recommendations; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Gadsden Independent School District Board of Education expresses its appreciation and support for the Legislature’s and Governor’s remedy to the public school capital outlay program; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Gadsden Independent School District Board of Education respectfully, but urgently, calls on the Governor and the Legislature to provide sufficient funds for public schools in New Mexico; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Gadsden Independent School District Board of Education, in fulfilling its fiduciary responsibility to its students, commits to taking all necessary steps to assure adoption of the study’s recommendations in the 2009 legislative session. Such steps will include, among others, an active public information program, discussing the issue with legislative candidates, legislators and other public officials, retaining legal counsel to research and advise them on the estimated cost, viability and efficacy of legal action if no resolution to this funding crisis is adopted in the 2009 legislative session.
Gadsden Independent School District Board of Education

Adopted this 8 day of May, 2008
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