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Yyyyyyyyyyyyyyy 
DRAFT 03/18/2009 
FINAL – 03/25/2009
REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MINUTES

March 12, 2009
	Swearing In of 

Board Members 
	1.  Swearing in of Board members –Mr. Craig Ford, Mrs. Jennifer Viramontes were sworn in by Notary Public Bar​bara Cardenas. 

	Introduction   
    and
Roll Call 
	2. The Gadsden School Board convened in open session at 5:06 p.m.  President, Jennifer Viramontes presided at the meeting held at the Sunland Park Elementary School Cafeteria.  Board Members present:  Mr. Daniel Castillo, Mr. Craig Ford, Mrs. Manuela Huerta, Ms. Maria Saenz and Mrs. Jennifer Viramontes.  

	Pledge &                
Mission Statement       
	3.  STHS All State Quartet, Manuel Arvizo, Jaime Cereceres, Jose Rivera and Adriel Her​nandez sang the national Anthem and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

	Superintendent's 
Report  
	4.  Programs, Reports, and Correspondence:

     A.  Superintendent’s Report:

           Deputy Supt. Yturralde introduced Laura Renteria the Sunland Park Elementary Energy Patrol Team Sponsor. She introduced her Energy Team Students who provided some details about their energy conservation practices. 

Deputy Supt. Yturralde introduced music teacher Al Mendez and the SPES Choir who sang the school song.  


Deputy Supt. Yturralde introduced Marilyn Watson, Visual & Performing Arts Facilitator for the district. She reported that 21 students from the district were selected to the various all-state music groups.  The Board recognized STHS students Natalie Kutchera and Andrea Nanez, who received the National Hispanic Merit Scholars Award for the 2008-2009 school year. Natalie and Andrea were honored by Dr. Veronica Garcia, New Mexico Secretary Education. 

Deputy Supt. Yturralde thanked Sunland Park Elementary Principal, Linda Perez for hosting the meeting. 

Deputy Supt. Yturralde his reported that the Riverside Elementary Problem Solvers Team will be competing at the state bowl on March 13th and 14th. He also reported that he attended the La Union Elementary Art Exhibit entitled “A Portrait of La Union” and encouraged everyone to take the time to stop by and look at the photos. 

	President’s 
Report
	 B. President Viramontes thanked the choirs for their performances.  She reflected on past performances by district honor choirs at STHS during the Winter Holiday. 


Mrs. Viramontes congratulated the two National Hispanic Scholars and said they are a great example for the community and their fellow students.  Mrs. Viramontes noted that she attended a play “Alice in America”, by the GHS Drama Club. 


Mrs. Viramontes also attended the “Portrait of La Union” exhibit and was astounded by the work done by the students. Besides the beautiful photographs the students interviewed several long-time residents from La Union for their stories.
Mrs. Viramontes reported that “Battle of the Books” was held last week.  The students are looking forward to state competition in April in Las Cruces, New Mexico. 

Mrs. Viramontes congratulated the Riverside Elementary Future Problem Solvers Team for their state qualification and wished them well. 



	Board Member’s Reports
	     C.   Mr. Castillo thanked Principal, Linda Perez for her hospitality.  Mr. Castillo said that he has been working in California since the beginning of the year and notes that people throughout the country are facing the issues similar to those of GISD.  He reported that the Los Angeles Public School Board of Education approved the dismissal of about 8,000 employees, with approximately 5,000 being teachers. He brought this to the attention of the audience as a reminder that no one is immune to the challenges surfacing because of the present day economy. He said that communication is very important between the district and the parents. 

Mrs. Huerta thanked Principal Perez for hosting the meeting. She noted that she had arrived early and met with the school’s Energy Team who gave her thorough explanation of how their conservation measures are implemented. Ms. Huerta also had the opportunity to see the recently installed surveillance equipment. She directed the audience to the “Great Wall of Writing” displayed on the multi-purpose walls.   Mrs. Huerta encouraged everyone to take the time to enjoy this project. She also thanked Ms. Perez, who has been on medical leave, for being present at the meeting. She congratulated the National Hispanic Scholars, their parents and teachers. She also congratulated the All-State Choir students for their achievement. 

           Vice-President Ford said he is always amazed by the talent in our school district and he enjoys having the chance to listen to these students during their performances at their meetings. 


Mr. Ford congratulated the National Hispanic Scholars, Miss Kutchera and Miss Nanez for their outstanding accomplishment and wished them well. 


Mr. Ford attended the American Boys Choir performance last week at Berino Elementary. He said the performance was fantastic to say the least and wanted to thank all those people involved who were able to bring this group to the district.  

           Secretary Saenz thanked Ms. Perez for hosting the meeting and reminded her to take care of her health first before she can take care of anyone else. She thanked Ms. Renteria and Mr. Mendez for their students’ performances. She congratulated Ms. Watson and the members of the honor choirs and all-state members. She thanked Dee Deerman, Choir Teacher at STHS for her quartet’s performance. 


Ms. Saenz reported that she attended the Science Fair at Loma Linda Elementary and also attended the Battle of the Books competition. She attended the exhibit at La Union and was amazed by the photography of the students. She said the students did an outstanding job documenting the history of the small rural farming community.      

	Student Representative
	   D.   Student Representative, Dominick Viramontes reported a lot of construction is going on at STHS. The gym is almost done and will be available for next school year’s basketball and volleyball teams. He reported that the parking lot is being paved and will also be available soon. He also reported that the school’s High Q team beat Riverside High School and will move into the second round of competition.

 

	Personnel Report
	E.  The personnel report is included for the Boards’ information with no action required.                                                  

	Modification       

of the Agenda

	5.  Mr. Ford made a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  Deputy Supt. Yturralde recommended approval of the motion.  Motion carried.   

	Consent                  Agenda

	6.  Ms. Saenz made a motion to approve the consent agenda as presented.  Deputy Supt. Yturralde recommended approval of the motion.  Motion carried.   

	Open Forum      
	7.  Open Forum -   
     Pam Powell, Loma Linda Elementary School art teacher addressed the board telling them how much she enjoys working at Loma Linda ES.
     Maria Enriquez, Margarita Medrano, Naile Cisneros, Martha Mata, Olga Tarango and Griselda Enriquez, parents and grandparents of students at Loma Linda Elementary School addressed the Board stating several concerns regarding their children and the school.  


	
	8.  Action Items:

	NMSBA Excellence For Student Achievement Award
	A. Mrs. Huerta made the motion to approve the nomination of Josefine Ortegon, a STHS 12th grade student for the Student Achievement Award.  Deputy Supt. Yturralde recommended approval of the motion. Motion carried unanimously.      


	March 26, 2009 Board Meeting
	B. Ms. Saenz made the motion to change the regular school board meeting scheduled for March 26, 2009 to Wednesday, March 25, 2009.  Deputy Supt. Yturralde recommended approval of the motion. Motion carried unanimously. 


	Chaparral H. S. Request for Early Release
	C. Ms. Saenz made the motion to approve the request from Chaparral High School for early release on May 19, 2009 to prepare and attend for their graduation ceremonies.  Deputy Supt. Yturralde recommended approval of the motion. Motion carried unanimously. 


	Gadsden H. S. Request for Early Release
	D. Ms. Saenz made the motion to approve the request from Gadsden High School for early release on May 15, 2009 to prepare and attend their graduation ceremonies.  Deputy Supt. Yturralde recommended approval of the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

	
	9.  Discussion Items:

	Monthly Budget Report, January 31, 2009

	A. Steve Suggs, Associate Superintendent for Finance provided the Board with the January 31st Budget Report which was submitted to the New Mexico Public Education Department.

	2009-2010 Proposed Calendars
	B.  The Board discussed the proposed calendars.  A concern was the starting dates.  Deputy Supt. Yturralde provided information on the 2009-2010 Proposed Calendars stating that the first pay period has to be kept in mind when looking at start dates.  The district has received input from committees and Gadsden Federation officers. 



	Parent Outreach Ambassador Update 
	C.  Ray Lara, Parent Outreach Ambassador Coordinator provided the Board with an update on the program.  Mr. Lara stated that parent involvement has increased throughout the district. 

	 Closed Session 
	10.  Mr. Ford made the motion to go into closed Personnel Session Pursuant to 10-15-1, H-2, NMSA1978 as amended to discuss personnel actions and Superintendents goal review and interim evaluation.  Deputy Supt. Yturralde recommended approval of the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  The Board went into Closed Session at 6:35 p.m.   

	Reconvene


	11.  Mr. Ford made a motion to reconvene in open session.  No action was taken. Deputy Supt. Yturralde recommended approval of the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  The Board reconvened in Open Session at 8:05 p.m.   

	Adjourned
	       Ms. Saenz made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Deputy Supt. Yturralde recommended approval of the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  Meeting adjourned at 8:06 p.m.                        


 
SUBMITTED BY:




APPROVED BY:
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