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New Mexico Public Education Department
ALTERNATIVE CREDIT
Approval rEQUEST

Instructions:  Please complete this form electronically and submit it via e-mail to Lori Bachman at lori.bachman@state.nm.us  from the Superintendent’s or designee’s e-mail. Note: the boxes automatically expand as you add text.

	Superintendent:
	Cynthia Nava

	District/School (if applicable):
	Gadsden I.S.D.

	Mailing Address:
	P.O. Drawer 70, Anthony 
	ST:
	NM
	Zip:
	88921

	Phone:
	575-882-6200
	Fax:
	8826760
	Email:
	cnava@ gisd.k12.nm.us

	Secondary Contact:
	Yvonne Lozano
	Title:
	Associate Superintendent

	Mailing Address:
	P.O. Drawer 70, Anthony
	ST:
	NM
	Zip:
	88021

	Phone:
	575-882-6236

 Or (6212)
	Fax:
	8826760
	Email:
	ylozano@gisd.k12.nm.us


	Date of Submission
	April 8, 2010


	Has local school board approval been obtained?      
	  
	Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	No

	Date of board approval.
	May 13, 2010


PLEASE USE A SEPARATE REQUEST FOR EACH COURSE.
APPLICABLE STATUTE AND/OR STATE RULE:

	6.29.1.9

PROCEDURAL REQUIREMENTS:

J.
Graduation requirements.
(11)     Alternative credit.  Local districts, charter schools or state educational institutions may design elective courses, known as alternative credit courses, to satisfy any of the specified credits required for graduation.

                              (a)     The process includes:

                                        (i)     review of the licensure and endorsements of affected staff;

                                        (ii)     review of required course content standards with benchmarks and performance standards with the proposed elective course, and summary of alignment between the two courses;

                                        (iii)     determination of the amount of credit that will be generated;

                                        (iv)     publication of information regarding what course is available for alternative credit and identification of STARS course number;

                                        (v)     inclusion of the availability of alternative credit in all next-step plans;

                                        (vi)     note on the student transcript that the graduation requirement course was completed using the named alternative credit course;

                                        (vii)     review and preliminary approval by the local board of education or governing body of a charter school.

                              (b)     Once the process has been completed, the district superintendent or administrator of a charter school or state educational institution shall submit a written request, with appropriate documentation, to the secretary for approval.



This box auto-expands.

Course to be replaced with its assigned STARS number: 
	2717 New Mexico History – Grade 7



This box auto-expands.
Proposed alternative course with STARS number if applicable:
	2717 New Mexico History – Grade 9-12 



This box auto-expands.
Amount of credit offered for the proposed alternative course:                              
	One Credit


This box auto-expands.

Please explain if there is not a one-to-one unit ratio between the two courses:

	


This box auto-expands.

Assurances:
	How will the alternative credit information be included in the Next Step plans?

The course will be the required NM History course for graduation.



	How will alternative credit information be disseminated in advance of the course offering?

Students are informed in the Course Offerings distributed by the district / schools during registration for Middle Schools and High Schools



This box auto-expands.

Explain rationale for alternative credit request:

	Students complete the Grade 7 course and then often wait several years to take the Grade 9-12 course.  This causes a disconnect in the history timeline for students.  The reason for combining the middle school course and the high school course into one course is to engage students in an integrated approach to New Mexico history and address the New Mexico Standards for the history of New Mexico more effectively.  In addition, this would allow high school students options to enroll in other history electives or other electives in general.



This box auto-expands.

Provide a summary showing the alternative course will meet the content standards of the graduation requirement course:                            
	By integrating the Grade 7 course with the Grade 9-12 course the timeline for the history of New Mexico would be more consistent and students would engage in the total history to the present and not have it fragmented.  Often there are 3 or more years before the students in Grade 7 enroll in the second half of New Mexico history in high school.  Upon completion of the integrated course, the middle school students would receive one high school credit for New Mexico History.  This course would be entered into the High School transcript in order to record the required New Mexico History Course to meet the graduation requirement.  As for the New Mexico Standards, the standards for the Grade 7 and 
Grades 9-12 courses would be integrated as well and used to teach the integrated course in middle school.  Any students who do not complete the required course in middle school would then complete the required course in high school as is being done now.



This box auto-expands.
	FOR PED INTERNAL USE ONLY:                                     PED PS #                                                                           

	Reviewed by: 
	Date: 

	Rationale for approval: 


	Date:

	Concur with staff recommendations for approval:

Veronica C. García, Ed.D.

Secretary of Education
	Date:



	Rationale for non-approval:


	Date:

	Concur with staff recommendations for non-approval:

Veronica C. García, Ed.D.

Secretary of Education
	Date:                                                                                                                                                                     

	Returned to Superintendent by:


	Date:


Date Modified: 12/16/08
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