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Gadsden Middle School

Olweus Bullying Prevention Committee 

Proposal
Date Proposed: May 27, 2010

Sent By: Aaron Salas, GMS School Social Worker
Through: Dr. David J. Garcia, GMS Principal

Summary of Concern: 

The rapid progression of technology has been difficult to keep up with in regard to policy to regulate cell phone and electronic device usage on the school campus. These advancements in cell phones and electronic devices pose great dangers to the safety of students on campus. Currently the handbook policy states:
Students will be permitted to carry cellular phones on school grounds during the instructional day. Phones will remain in the off position during the instructional day and may only be used for emergency purposes upon prior approval by a staff member and during their scheduled lunch. Students not in compliance with this requirement will have their phone confiscated and returned only to the parent. Students and parents will be required to sign off as to their understanding of these requirements.

Students have been using cell phones throughout the school day using texting, video, photo, and internet functions inappropriately. Despite the vigilance of the faculty and staff to enforce the current policy, students continue to find creative ways to use cell phones during instructional times. 

Cyber-bullying continues to be a great concern and threat to our student’s safety on school campus. Consider the following examples that have occurred just this past school year.

· Texts have been created and forwarded by students to spread malicious rumors about students. 
· Pictures have been taken with cell phones of the following: students using the restroom, students changing in the locker rooms, and naked or partially naked photos of students. These photos are then forwarded to other students via picture messaging. 
· Students have also arranged fights or “body shots” in the restrooms or other locations on campus and video record them using the cell phones then post them on the internet. 

· Students are also using their cell phones to access inappropriate web sites during the school day. This includes sending emails and posting blogs on their MySpace or Face book accounts that at times can be considered cyber-bullying due to their content.
We must be proactive in updating the policy to regulate cell phone and electronic devices on campus not only to address the above stated misuse but also other inappropriate use that has been seen at schools nationwide. Consider just a few of the incidents reported by other schools listed below.

· Photographing quizzes, tests, and state exam information and sending them to other students or posting them online.
· Arranging drug deals or gang activity via text messaging or internet emails via cell phones.

· Gang members calling or texting non-students to come on campus to physically assault a rival gang member once they see that they have attended school.

· Calling in bomb threats or fake emergencies to allow opportunities to disrupt a scheduled test/activity or simply to leave campus.

· School Safety Response Plans have been ineffective and put students at higher risk due to students texting or calling parents, friends, or family during an emergency. Parents, guardians, or other notified individuals then arrive on campus demanding to be let into the school not allowing the school’s emergency response teams to fulfill their duties and keep the students safe

Proposed Action:

The Olweus Bullying Prevention Committee is requesting that the District update its current cell phone policy in order to prevent: cyber-bullying on school campus, disruptions in the classroom, and inappropriate internet usage. We are also aware that some parents do desire to be able to contact or be contacted by their children via a cell phone and that some students are capable of being responsible users of technology. Therefore we present the following which is both respectful of parent concerns and promotes school safety.
We request the following changes be considered for the District’s policy:

· Cell phones permitted on campus will be limited to basic cell phones with no photography, video, or internet capability.

· Cell phones can only be used after- school hours upon prior approval by a staff member.

· No personal electronic devices with photography, video, or internet capabilities will be allowed on campus (i.e. I-Pod, PSP, Nintendo DS or DSi, etc.).

· Should a student be found using an approved cell phone in an unauthorized manner the following procedure will be followed:

· 1st offence the cell phone will be confiscated and will be returned to parent/guardian only.

· 2nd offence, the cell phone will be confiscated and will be returned to parent/guardian only with a $10 fine.

· 3rd offence, the cell phone will be confiscated and will be returned to parent/guardian only with a $20 fine. The student will lose cell phone privileges for the remainder of the school year.

· Students found with unapproved personal electronic devices will have the item confiscated and returned only to parent with a $20 fine.

· Students and parents will be required to sign off as to their understanding of these requirements in order to carry a cell phone on campus.
· All monies obtained from cell phone and electronic device fines will only be used to fund activities to reward students who have complied with the cell phone/electronic device policy. Rewards to be determined by individual school administrations.
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