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Policy on Electronic Communication Devices
A.
Introduction

The Board of Education recognizes that cell phones and pagers can play a vital communication role during emergency situations at school and in a student’s family.  The unauthorized use of cell phones and pagers in school situations can be disruptive to the educational environment and is not acceptable.  Students will be permitted to carry cellular phones, ECD’s, on school grounds during the instructional day.  Cell phones will remain in the off position and not accessed during the instructional day and may only be used for emergency purposes upon approval of a staff member or during their scheduled lunch.   Emergency phones are available for student use at all school offices and may be accessed by gaining permission from school staff or administration.

The School District shall not be responsible for loss, theft, or destruction of electronic communication devices and/or their contents brought onto school property.

B.
Definition

1.
“Paging device” is defined as a telecommunications device that emits an audible signal, vibrates, displays a message, or otherwise summons or delivers a communication to the possessor.

2.
“Portable telephone” is defined as a cellular phone or comparable communication device that is not connected to a standard telephone outlet or permanent connector which receives and/or transmits signals from a dedicated communication link or cellular network or from a wireless network or link connected to the Internet.  (These electronic communication devices will be referred to as “ECD” in this Policy).  

3.
“Sexting” is defined as the act of sending, receiving, forwarding, viewing, or reading any sexually explicit images, text messages, photo messages, video messages, or voice messages via ECD, computer, or other digital device.  Sexting includes messages, photos, and images being further disseminated through e-mail and internet-based social networking websites well beyond their original intended recipients.  The images contained in any message, photo or image can depict real images or animation under this definition.  . 

4.
“Sexually Explicit” is defined in this Policy as actual or simulated sexual intercourse, whether between persons of the same or opposite sex or the lascivious exhibition of the genitals or the exhibition of the socially-accepted private or public area of any person, including the female breasts and buttocks or substantial portion of the body part.  Under this definition, the individual or individuals depicted in any image need not be naked, but the individual must be in some state of being unclothed.

C.
Prohibitions
1.
Students shall not use a remotely activated paging device or portable telephone or ECD while on school property and while attending a school-sponsored academic activity on or off school property or off campus in a manner that is disruptive of the educational process, including, but not limited to, posing a threat to academic integrity or violating confidentiality or privacy rights of another individual.  Unless an emergency situation exists that involves imminent physical danger or a certified employee authorizes the student to do otherwise, ECDs in the possession of a student shall be used only as set forth in this Policy.  The school administrator may grant written permission for the use of such a device by a student if the student or his/her parent or guardian establishes, to the satisfaction of the administrator, that a reasonable basis exists for the use of the device.  

2.
Under no circumstances shall students use or access an ECD during assemblies, emergency drills or other school evacuations.  

3.
During periods of testing and other student-evaluations, teachers and/or school administrators may request that students remove all devices from their possession, either by placing them in their backpack or placing them outside the direct possession of the student during the testing.  Any use of an ECD during testing will be considered cheating and will be addressed accordingly.  Please refer to Board Policy _J4611_, Academic Dishonesty.

4.
Sexting is considered inappropriate for the school setting and therefore strictly prohibited on school grounds, at any and all school-sponsored events or at other times when such conduct causes or is reasonably anticipated to cause disruption of the educational setting whether occurring on or off campus.  The sending, sharing, viewing or possessing pictures, e-mails or other material of a sexual explicit nature (sexting) in electronic or any other form on a cell phone or other ECD is strictly prohibited in the school setting.  In some cases, Sexting is Sexual Harassment or Bullying and will also be addressed under those Policies.  Please refer to Board Policy _ACA_, Student Sexual Harassment, Board Policy _ACA_, Employee Sexual Harassment and/or Board Policy _ACA_, Bullying, Intimidation, and Hostile or Offensive Conduct.

5.
The use of Personal Digital Assistant devices and laptop computers for instructional purposes is generally permitted, but the Administration and/or the classroom teacher may limit their possession and use consistent with curriculum of the School District and to maintain general order in the classroom.

6.
Students are not allowed to have laser pointers on school property.

D.  Investigation

1.
All reports of a violation of this Policy shall be promptly investigated by the school principal or his/her designee or by the Superintendent of Schools or his/her designee and in the case of sexting shall report the violation immediately to law enforcement and shall notify the parents of all students involved in sexting as soon as appropriate as determined by the school principal or his/her designee or by the Superintendent of Schools or his/her designee.  The Superintendent of Schools shall promulgate procedures for the complete and proper investigation of violations of this Policy, specifically sexting to ensure the protection of evidence of sexting while limiting the exposure of the evidence to individuals without the need to know for the purpose of investigating, adjudicating and imposing student discipline.


2.
School principals who receive complaints of a violation of this Policy shall investigate such complaints, and shall report the complaints, the scope and elements of their investigations, the findings of their investigations, and actions they propose to take, if any, to the Superintendent for approval within 10 school days of receipt of such complaints.  In the case of sexting, the school principal shall report the complaints immediately to Superintendent of Schools and to law enforcement and the scope and elements of their investigations, the findings of their investigations, and actions they propose to take, if any, to the Superintendent for approval within two (2) school days of receipt of such complaints.   The Superintendent will respond to such submissions within the next school day, approving the proposal or directing further or different action.


3.
In assessing the existence of a violation of this Policy and the appropriate discipline to be imposed, the Superintendent’s procedures shall set forth to the principal or designee that he or she shall consider the nature and extent of the conduct, the age of the student(s) involved, the context in which the alleged conduct occurred, and any prior history of conduct prohibited by this Policy on the part of the violator.  

4.
The Superintendent of Schools shall promulgate procedures for parents/legal guardian or a student over the age of majority to request use of an ECD that would otherwise violate this Policy.  If a parent/legal guardian requests that his/her son or daughter or a student over the age of majority request to be allowed to use an ECD, the other applicable portions of this Policy must be followed.

5.
If a staff member discovers a student using an ECD during the instructional school day, he/she shall report the violation to a school administrator who shall confiscate the ECD and contact the parent/legal guardian.  Repeated violation of this Policy shall result in the prohibition of the possession and use of an ECD in the future while on school property.

E.
Confidentiality

The identities of those reporting violations of this Policy and those cooperating in the investigation of alleged violations shall be kept confidential to the extent consistent with the requirements of a full and fair investigation, the due process rights of persons charged with violations, and state and federal law.

F.
Sanctions

1.
Any employee who is found to have engaged in conduct prohibited by this Policy, or to have failed to discharge a duty imposed by this Policy, shall be subject to sanctions, including, but not limited to, reprimand, suspension, termination, or discharge, subject to applicable procedural requirements.


2.
Any student who is found to have engaged in conduct prohibited by this Policy shall be subject to discipline, including, but not limited to suspension or expulsion, subject to applicable procedural requirements, and to any applicable limitations imposed by state and federal disabilities law.

G.
Publication

This Policy shall be published in the Board’s policies manual and on the School District’s website.  A summary of this Policy shall be published each year in all student and employee handbooks.

H. 
Health Education

The Superintendent or his/her designee shall ensure that School District create and implement an education program addressing ECD possession and use and issues related to sexting encompassed by this Policy.
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