Parental Consent Form for Participation in Research

I give my consent for my child (___________________________) to participate in a research study titled, "New Options: NM" which is being conducted by Dr. Brian Ormand (575-646-1949), NMSU Director of Instructional Innovation and Quality, NMSU and Dr. Merrilea Mayo (301-977-2599), Lead Research Consultant, Innovate-Educate.

The “New Options: NM” research study proposes to provide students some new options for seeking potential job opportunities.  Student involvement will include taking ACT WorkKeys© assessments at their school (1-2hrs) , being provided information about future job opportunities, and then answering a few questions from researchers once a year during the three-year study that starts in 2011.  Student will receive a small stipend for their time to participate in the follow up interviews which will inquire about their plans for the future and the status of their school and work situation.

I understand that this participation is entirely voluntary; I or my child can withdraw consent at any time without penalty and have the results of the participation, to the extent that it can be identified as my child's, returned to me, removed from the research records, or destroyed.

Benefits and Procedures:

1. The benefits that my child may expect from the research are: access to extra information about career and job options. The reason for the research is to investigate if students that are provided “New Options: NM” interventions either stay in school and/or employed more than students that are not in the program.

2. The procedures are as follows: 

a. The research project will take place over a period of three years.

b. At the beginning of the first year students in “New Options: NM” will be given ACT WorkKeys© assessments. Also, students will be part of one of two research groups (selected at random).  These groups will be provided different information about career and job options.

c. Once each year (2011-2013) the students would be asked to fill out a questionnaire or participate in an interview to determine their current school and job status.  Students will receive a small stipend for their time to participate in the follow up research.  To gather this information, the researchers will work with their school, yourself, or the student to maintain accurate contact information.

d. During the study (2011-2013), the researchers may be collecting data using a variety of instruments and techniques (questionnaire (Q), survey (S), interview (I), observation (O), document analysis (DA), video (V), test scores (TS)). I understand that the researchers might be asking my child to participate using a combination of these data collection instruments and techniques.

e. No risks, discomforts or stresses are foreseen.

f. I understand that my child's participation is voluntary, and their choice will have no effect on their grades.

g. The results of this participation will be confidential, and will not be released in any individually identifiable form without the prior consent of myself and my child, unless otherwise required by law.

h. The interviews and observations may be captured using various media (paper notes, audio, or video). Access to this information will be restricted to the researchers and graduate assistants directly involved with the research project. The information will be stored in a secure area (e.g., locked filing cabinet) and the individual identity information will be destroyed one year after the completion of the study. The tapes will be transcribed, and the words of my child may be quoted. If so, a pseudonym will be used to ensure that my child cannot be identified in any way.

i. The researchers will answer any further questions about the research, now or during the course of the project. Contacts: Dr. Brian Ormand (575-646-1949), NMSU and Dr. Merrilea Mayo (301-977-2599.

Please sign both copies of this form. Keep one copy for your records and return the other to the investigators.

Signature of Researchers / Date



Signature of Parent or Guardian / Date

__________________________________ 


______________________________________

__________________________________  

Research at New Mexico State University that involves human participants is overseen by the Institutional Review Board. Questions or problems regarding your rights as a participant should be addressed to Office of Compliance, New Mexico State University, MSC 3RES, Anderson Hall, Box 30001, Las Cruces, NM 88003-8001, Phone: (575)646-7177, Email: ovpr@nmsu.edu
