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DEADLINE TO SUBMIT APPLICATION

RFA MUST BE RECEIVED BY 5:00 pm FRIDAY, APRIL 22, 2011
NO EXTENSIONS WILL BE GRANTED
PURPOSE

The New Mexico Public Education Department (PED) requests applications from New Mexico public school districts for the implementation of a Homeless Education Program.
The McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Program is focused on:

1. Providing an education for homeless children and youth that will eliminate barriers to their education. 
2. Proving services to ensuring the enrollment and attendance of homeless children and youths who are not currently attending school. 
3. Providing services to homeless children and youth that are comparable to services offered to other students including: transportation services; educational services for which the child meets the eligibility criteria such as compensatory educational programs for the disadvantage, the educational programs for the handicapped and for students with limited English proficiency; programs in vocational education, programs for the gifted and talented; and school meal programs.
The intent of the McKinney Education for Homeless Children & Youth Grant is to remove all educational barriers facing homeless children and youth with emphasis on educational enrollment, attendance and success.
BACKGROUND

McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Program is the primary piece of federal legislation dealing with the education of children and youth experiencing homelessness in United States (U.S.) public schools. It was reauthorized as Title X, Part C, of the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act in January 2002.
In July of 1987, Congress passed the Stewart B. McKinney Homeless Assistance Act (Public Law 100-77). This act included several provisions to help homeless individuals. One component of the Act (Subtitle VII-B) requires states to assure that homeless children and youth have access to a free and appropriate public education. The McKinney Act requires Local Education Agencies (“LEAs” also referred to as school districts throughout this document) to enroll homeless children, even if they are not permanent residents of the school district; provide comparable services to homeless children; and maintain the records of homeless children so that records are made available when a child or youth enters a new school.
The McKinney Act was reauthorized under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act in the fall of 1994. In 2002 The McKinney–Vento Homeless Education Assistance Act was reauthorized as Title X, Part C of the No Child Left Behind Act.  There are 42 changes in the reauthorization.  Key components of the 2002 McKinney-Vento Act include a specific definition of who is “homeless”, the requirement of a Homeless Liaison in every school district, increased responsibilities of LEAs to keep a student in the school of origin when feasible, transportation to the school of origin, and the immediate enrollment of children and youth in school.  
The estimated available total federal funding that PED will be awarding is three hundred eighty thousand dollars ($380,000) for McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Programs.  PED will determine the programs for New Mexico public school districts that will receive financial support based on this appropriation. 

PED is administering a competitive Request for Application (RFA) in order to determine the public school districts that will receive financial assistance for McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Programs. 
In order to assist districts with their fiscal understanding, provide technical assistance concerning best practices and ideas for sustainability for programs, awarded school districts are required to send a representative from the appropriate district staff to a PED required annual meeting for each of year of the three-year grant. 
DEFINITIONS

Homeless Children and Youth:
The term "homeless children and youth" means individuals who lack a fixed, regular and adequate nighttime residence (within the meaning of section 103(a)(1)); and includes:
· children and youths who are sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason; are living in motels, hotels, trailer parks or camping grounds due to the lack of alternative adequate accommodations; are living in emergency or transitional shelters; are abandoned in hospitals; or are awaiting foster care placement;
· children and youths who have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings (within the meaning of section 103(a)(2)(C)); 
· children and youths who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus or train stations or similar settings; and
· migratory children (as such term is defined in section 1309 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965) who qualify as homeless for the purposes of this subtitle because the children are living in circumstances described in clauses (i) through (iii).
Need for Homeless Education Program:
Need is determined by the following:

1. Numbers of identified children and youth experiencing homelessness in the district;
2. Causes of homelessness that most impact the district;
3. Barriers to education for homeless children and youth identified in the district;
4. Demonstration of providing school stability for homeless children and youth identified in the district;
5. Demonstration of providing school access for homeless children and youth identified in the district;
6. Demonstration of providing support for academic success for homeless children and youth identified in the district; and
7. Demonstration of providing child-centered, best interest decision making for homeless children and youth identified in the district.
ELIGIBILITY

Eligible applicants must be New Mexico public school districts. 
Eligible Costs:
Refer to Appendix F of this application for the authorized activities of LEA grants, under Section 723(d) of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act. 

Indirect Costs:

Indirect costs are NOT allowable.
Funding Cycle:

Awards will be for a 3-year period beginning with the 2011-2012 school year and ending on June 30, 2014.  Awards during the 3-year period are dependent on receipt of federal funding by PED, and annual awards to school districts may vary.
REQUIRED FORMAT
Applications must be typewritten in 12 point font on the forms and space provided. The following items are required for submission (use this as a personal checklist to ensure a complete submission):

·  Appendix A:  Application Cover Page and Demographic Information
·  Appendix B:  Program Overview
· B1:  
Statement of Need
· B2:  
Objectives and Expected Outcomes
· B3:  
Planned Services and Activities 
· Appendix C:  Work Plan
· C1:
Removing Barriers
· C2:
School Stability and School Access
· C3:
LEA Homeless Education Policy
· C4: 
Dispute Resolution Process
· C5:  
Communication Plan
· C6:  
Support for Academic Success
· C7:  
Support for Child-Centered, Best Interest Decision Making
· C8:  
Anti-stigmatization Plan
· C9:  
Connection to the Educational Plan for Student Success (EPSS)
· C10:
Coordination Title I and McKinney-Vento Coordination
·  Appendix D: Proposed Budget and Justification (should represent first year budget only)
·  Appendix E: School District Assurances
·  Appendix F: Authorized activities for local education agency grants (information only). 
CRITERIA FOR SELECTION/EVALUATION

	Evaluation Criteria
	Possible Points

	A:  Fully completed Application Cover Page and Demographic Information
	Required, but not scored

	B:
 Program Overview includes:

· B1:  Documentation to support a statement of need
· B2:  Realistic, measurable objectives and expected outcomes
· B3:  Thorough explanation of planned services and activities 
	15

	C1: Documentation of activities for removing or eliminating barriers to providing quality education for homeless children and youth in your school district.
	10

	C2: Demonstration of providing school stability and school access for homeless children and youth in your school district.
	10

	C3:
 Demonstration of a district policy for homeless children and youth in your school district.
	10

	C4: Demonstration of a district policy with the dispute resolution process for homeless children and youth in your school district.
	5

	C5:
 Documentation of a detailed plan for communication with homeless children, youth and their families.
	5

	C6: Demonstration of providing support for academic success for homeless children and youth in your school district.
	5

	C7: Demonstration of providing child-centered, best interest decision making for homeless children and youth in your school district.
	5

	C8:
 Documentation of a detailed plan to address anti-stigmatization in your schools for communication with homeless children, youth and their families.
	10

	C9: Describes how the McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Program is connected to and supports the school district’s Educational Plan for Student Success (EPSS) for the purpose of closing the achievement gap.
	10

	C10: Demonstrates how the school district plans to ensure coordination with the district Title I office for the assurance that the district reserves Title I funds to provide comparable Title I, Part A services for non-title schools.
	10

	D: Proposed Budget and Justification
	5

	E: Fully completed School District Assurances
	Required, but not scored

	Total
	100


QUESTIONS ABOUT THE REQUEST FOR APPLICATION 

Pre-Application Conference: 

There will be no pre-application conference.  
Agency Contact:

The PED has designated Joseph Sanchez as the contact person for this RFA.  Prospective applicants with questions should contact: Joseph Sanchez, Family and Youth Resource Program Coordinator at:  (505) 222-4743 or joseph.sanchez1@state.nm.us.

RFA Copies:

Additional copies of this Request for Application can be obtained at:  http://www.ped.state.nm.us/div/sipds/health/index.html.
APPLICATION DUE DATE 
An original and two (2) copies of this application must be submitted to the address below no later than RFA must be received by 5:00 pm Friday, April 22, 2011.  Facsimile or emailed copies will NOT be accepted.  Requests for an extension of this date will NOT be granted.

SUBMISSION ADDRESS
Mail or deliver the original and two (2) copies of the application to: 

Joseph Sanchez
 McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Program Coordinator
School and Family Support Bureau

New Mexico Public Education Department

120 South Federal Place, Room 206

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501
Appendix A
COVER PAGE AND DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

	School District

	District Name
	Gadsden Independent School District


	

	Superintendent

	Name
	Dr. Cynthia Nava


	Phone
	575-882-6200
	E-mail
	cnava@gisd.k12.nm.us

	Mailing Address
	P.O. Drawer 70 Anthony, NM 88021


	

	Program Coordinator / Contact

	Name
	Raymundo Lara


	Phone
	575-882-6799

	E-mail
	ralara@gisd.k12.nm.us

	Mailing Address
	P.O. Drawer 70 Anthony, NM 88021


	

	Business Manager

	Name
	Steve Suggs


	Phone
	575-882-6200

	E-mail
	ssuggs@gisd.k12.nm.us

	Mailing Address
	P.O. Drawer 70 Anthony, NM 88021


	Amount of funding requested in this RFA:

	100,000.00


	Demographic Information
Number of students to be served by this application:  ________1000_____________________

Ethnic breakdown of population served:

____96.33_______% Hispanic


____3.24_______% Anglo

_____.06______% American Indian/Native American


_____.23______% Black/African American

_____.13______% Asian


___________% Hawaiian/Pacific Islander/Other

Briefly describe the socio-economic profile of the community: 

Gadsden Independent School District is compromised of several smaller rural communities and reaches from El Paso, Texas on the South to Las Cruces, New Mexico on the north. It runs the breadth of Doña Ana County east and west. This gives the district a length of approximately forty miles and a width of about twenty-five miles which roughly translates to 1500 square miles or approximately the size of the state of Rhode Island. The western part includes the west mesa of the Mesilla Valley while the central part of the district is centered in the valley. The eastern part of the district lies just over the northern edge of the Franklin Mountains including the far western edge of Otero County. The entire district lies in the farthest southern end of Doña Ana County, which is also the extreme southern part of New Mexico. 
Two of the larger communities within the Gadsden Independent School district are far below that of the nearest large cities. In El Paso, Texas which borders the community of Sunland Park the median income based on 2009 data is $37,030 as opposed to $21,887 in Sunland Park, New Mexico. The City of Las Cruces which is the largest New Mexico city in the vicinity of Sunland Park has an average median income of $37,471. The Community of Chaparral, New Mexico also borders El Paso, Texas and the median income for that community is $22,986. 

Educational levels in the community of Sunland Park are as follows. High school or higher: 23.48%, Bachelor's degree or higher: 3.33%, Graduate or professional degree: 0.99%. Educational levels in the community of Chaparral are as follows: High school or higher: 29.92%, Bachelor's degree or higher: 7.72%, Graduate or professional degree: 4.7%. Compare these to El Paso, Texas at: High school or higher: 23.93%, Bachelor's degree or higher: 13.74%, Graduate or professional degree: 6.91%. Follow this with Las Cruces, New Mexico at: High school or higher: 23.92%, Bachelor's degree or higher: 17.39%, Graduate or professional degree: 13.12%. 

Ethnic profiles for Sunland Park, New Mexico are Hispanic 92.62%, White Non-Hispanic 7.38%. Compare these with the community of Chaparral at: Hispanic 75.21%, White Non-Hispanic 24.79%. Compare these percentages to El Paso, Texas at: Hispanic 84.13%, White Non-Hispanic 15.87%, and Las Cruces, New Mexico at: Hispanic 60.7%, White Non-Hispanic 15.87%.

Clearly the percentages are much lower in the Sunland Park and Chaparral communities as compared to the two larger cities that border Gadsden ISD, this unfortunately reflects a great need in the district. Many residents in Doña Ana County commute to other counties to work, meaning that more income flows into the county than out. Because of this pattern of employment, Doña Ana County is less dependent on local jobs. Non-labor income in Doña Ana County is the single largest source of personal income. This income in the communities served by Gadsden ISD consists of employment at Gadsden ISD, agriculture, retirement payments, income from investments, and income support.

Sources:

www.city-data.com
www.clrsearch.com



Appendix B
PROGRAM OVERVIEW
B1: Statement of Need

In the space provided, using 12 point font, describe the need in the school district for a McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Program.  Clearly identify the need utilizing student, school and/or community data.  Include local and student health data that demonstrates an understanding of the linkages between student health indicators associated with academic success. (5 Points) 

Resources to support health indicators include, but are not limited to: http://www.health.state.nm.us/epi/diabetes.html http://www.health.state.nm.us/epi/obesity.html   http://www.health.state.nm.us/yrrs.html 
	The McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Program is a small yet significant part of the Gadsden Independent School District which consists of twenty-six educational facilities and one administrative facility, educating the children of southern Dona Ana County and Southern Otero county. Covering an area of 1,500 square miles, the district educates approximately 14,165 students in programs ranging from preschool through the 12th grade. With four regional prek centers, fifteen elementary schools, three middle schools, three high schools and one alternative school, the educational success of the homeless students of the district is essential.

Doña Ana County is home to 37 designated colonia communities, more than any other county in the state of New Mexico. Of the 40 designated colonias, 12 are within the boundaries of Gadsden ISD. The number of persons of all ages living in poverty is approximately 34,474 while the overall estimated population of the county is 206,419. 9.3% of all middle school students state that they or their family do not have enough to eat at home while 11.9%  of high school students stated that they or their family do not have enough to eat. 
During the 2009-10 school year 127 new homeless students were identified at GISD with 57.76% considered unsheltered and 41.61% considered to be doubled-up. Of the 127 newly identified students 53.49% are ELL students, 9.3% were children with disabilities and 2.33% were migrant students while basic needs such as school supplies and clothing were the items most needed by the identified families, many other services such as counseling, transportation, referrals to other programs and parent education were some of the more significant services that were provided to the students.
The Student Nutrition Program at Gadsden Independent School District has operated under Provision 2 program to provide meals to the district’s students since 1992. Provision 2 is an approved alternative to school meals where all students receive their meals free of charge regardless of ability to pay.  In a district where all of the district’s 14,165 students receive free meals, Provision 2 eliminates the stigma of having students feel underprivileged since they all receive same free meal.
Sources:
http://business.nmsu.edu/2009/09/30/lcsn-dona-ana-county-poverty-rate-exceeds-national-average/
www.colonias.org
http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/35/35013.html
http://nmhealth.org/ERD/HealthData/yrrs.shtml
GISD Homeless Education Program



B2: Objectives and Expected Outcomes

In the space provided, using 12 pt font, list the objectives and expected outcomes aligned to the purpose for a McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Program for the district.  Realistic, measurable objectives and outcomes should be for a three-year period.  (5 Points)
	Objectives for the next three years:

· Identify and assist McKinney-Vento eligible students.
· All eligible students will be invited to participate in Supplemental Educational Services (SES) while enrollment window is still open.
· If above option is not available, alternative methods of academic enhancement will be implemented (if applicable).
· All eligible students are placed with a federally funded social worker for specific case management.
· All eligible students will be provided with basic needs items to reduce barriers to a meaningful productive education.
· All eligible students will be assisted by a district Parent Outreach Ambassador to maintain contact between the school, parent/guardian and other stakeholders to maintain continuous student attendance and meaningful academic achievement.
· If eligible student qualifies as an emancipated youth, the Parent Outreach Ambassador will work directly with the student.
· Meet or exceed goals and expectations as outlined on the student Academic Improvement Plan.
Expected Outcomes for the next three years:

· Increases in student academic achievement as measured by NMSBA and coursework.
· Increases in student attendance.
· Increased parental involvement.
· Increase in student graduation rate.
· Reduction of student dropout rate.
· Reduction in student truancy rate.



B3: Planned Services and Activities

In the space provided, using 12 pt font, describe a 3-year plan for the services and activities that will be provided by the McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Program for the school district. Services and activities should align directly to the purpose of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Program on page 1 of this application.  (5 Points)

	Planned services and activities for the next three years:

Since consistency is an essential, necessary factor to many students who qualify for the McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Program, Gadsden Independent School District also keeps the program and the way it is administered in the same consistent matter. For the next three years and beyond Gadsden ISD will provide the following:

· Basic need items such as hygiene products, and clothing.
· School supplies.
· Medical assistance.
· Transportation to medical, social service appointments as well as to school meetings and events.
· Social work services.
· Social service advocacy.
· Emergency funds for utility and rent payments for families in danger of eviction or loss of utilities in extreme weather (proactive measures to prevent homelessness) in coordination with federally funded social worker to create and implement an action plan to prevent reoccurrence of the situation, while the social worker monitors adherence to the plan.
· Eligible students are encouraged to participate in the Supplemental Educational Services (SES) option during enrollment window (if applicable).
· Tutoring services for students not enrolled in SES services (if applicable).
· Coordination with over McKinney-Vento grantees (e.g. Las Cruces Public Schools, Deming Public Schools) to streamline services to students who have moved from one district to another.
· Provide parents opportunities for meaningful parental involvement.



Appendix C

WORK PLAN

C1: Removing Barriers 
In the space provided below, using 12 point font, describe a 3-year plan that demonstrates how the school district will remove barriers to the enrollment, transportation, school selection and success for homeless children and youth identified in the district. (10 Points)
	The goal of Gadsden ISD’s program for the next three years is to provide assistance to all students and families that meet the definition of homeless by breaking down the barriers that contribute to their lack of success in school. It is the district’s intent to be pro-active rather than reactive in removing or eliminating any barriers for referred families.  Due to the large number of referrals, each family referred by the schools for assistance is visited by the Homeless Liaison, federally funded social worker or Parent Outreach Ambassador to verify that the student/family meets the definition of homeless. The Homeless Liaison and the Parent Outreach Ambassadors work with the social workers, funded through Title I Part A and Title I Part C, to develop a Service Plan/needs assessment detailing the services the student(s) and family will receive. Any initial removal/elimination of existing barriers that the homeless child may encounter is addressed by the social worker. The social worker also works with the family to access community agencies for needed social services such as food, assistance with electricity, propane, etc.  

GISD works through the federal programs social workers to further eliminate any barrier for families lacking documentation needed to enroll in school, such as birth certificate or other approved form of birth verification, immunization records, guardianship issues, etc. The school enrolls the student and then coordinates with their social worker to begin the process of obtaining any necessary documentation.  By assisting families in minimizing or eliminating these barriers, students are able to enroll in school in a timely manner with minimum disruption to their academic progress. This advocacy in turn reduces and/or eliminates a significant barrier(s) for the homeless student.  




C2: School Stability and Access
In the space provided below, using 12 point font, describe a 3-year plan that demonstrates how the school district will provide support for school stability and access to the school of origin for the success for homeless children and youth identified in the district. (10 Points)
	Within the next three years, Gadsden ISD will provide school stability for students who have been identified as homeless by:

· Increase the awareness of homelessness, its factors, its effect on students (e.g. behavioral, academic) and the many factors that may lead to homelessness. 
· Include all stakeholders such as school staff, teachers, Parent Outreach Ambassadors and parents in the implementation of the plan.
· Ensure that school staff and teachers are aware of homeless students in their schools and classrooms 
· Allow the necessary accommodations to ensure that homeless students grow emotionally and succeed academically. 
· Allow the Federal programs social workers, the Homeless Liaison and the Parent Outreach Ambassadors to work toward a positive school climate of honesty and trust.
· Establish a connection and a feeling of ownership in the school community.
· Foster an authentic concern for the education and well being of homeless students.  
· Ensure that teachers, school staff and other stakeholders learn to create a school climate that is sensitive to students who are homeless.
· Allow the Homeless Liaison, the federally funded social workers and the Parent Outreach Ambassadors to foster an understanding at the school and at the district level for the health and well being of homeless students.



C3: LEA Homeless Education Policy 
In the space provided below, using 12 point font, describe the school district’s homeless education policy or provide an attached copy of the policy to support homeless children. If the district does not have a policy in place, describe the time-line to develop and adopt one. (10 Points)

Here is a resource link for a sample to support the development of a homeless education policy, but is not limited to:

http://center.serve.org/nche/web/s_p.php 
	^J-1000 © JFABD

ADMISSION OF HOMELESS STUDENTS

This policy is intended to direct compliance with New Mexico State Laws and

New Mexico Administrative Code and the McKinney-Vento Homeless

Education Assistance Improvements Act of 2001 and should be read as

consistent with those documents.

Definitions

The term "homeless students" means individuals who lack a fixed, regular,

and adequate nighttime residence and includes:

· students who are sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of
housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason; are living in motels,

hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to the lack of alternative

adequate accommodations; are living in emergency or transitional

shelters; are abandoned in hospitals; or are awaiting foster care

placement;

· students who have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or
private place not designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping

accommodation for human beings;

· students who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned
buildings, substandard housing, bus or train stations, or similar

settings; and

· migratory students who qualify as homeless because the children are
living in circumstances described above.

The term "school of origin" means the school that the student attended when

permanently housed or the school in which the student was last enrolled.

The term "unaccompanied youth" includes a youth not in the physical custody

of a parent or guardian.

Liaison for Homeless Students

The Chief Executive Officer will designate an appropriate staff person as

liaison for homeless students who will carry out duties as assigned. Among

those duties will be the responsibility to coordinate activities and programs in

the best interest of homeless students that will include, but not be limited to,

establishment of procedures to:

· continue the student's education in the school of origin for the duration
of homelessness:

· in any case in which a family becomes homeless between academic
years or during an academic year; or

· for the remainder of the academic year, if the student becomes
permanently housed during an academic year; or

· Enroll the student in any public school that non-homeless students who
live in the attendance area in which the student is actually living are

eligible to attend.

Best Interest of the

Homeless Student

In determining the best interest of the homeless student, the school shall:

· To the extent feasible, keep a homeless student in the school of origin,
except when doing so is contrary to the wishes of the student's parent or

guardian;

· Provide a written explanation, including a statement regarding the
right to appeal, to the homeless student's parent or guardian, if the

homeless student is sent to a school other than the school of origin or a

school requested by the parent or guardian; and

· In the case of an unaccompanied youth, the liaison for homeless
students shall assist in placement or enrollment decisions, considering

the views of such unaccompanied youth, and providing notice to such

student of the right to appeal.

Adopted: September 24, 2009

LEGAL REF.: 6.10.3.1 NMAC

42 U.S.C. 11301, McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance

Act of 2001

CROSS REF.: EEAA - Walkers and Riders

IKEB - Acceleration

JF - Student Admissions

JFAA - Admission of Resident Students

JFAB - Admission of Nonresident Students

JFB - Open Enrollment

JG - Assignment of Students to Classes and Grade Levels

JLCB - Immunizations of Students

JR - Student Records

JRCA - Request for Transfer of Records



C4: Dispute Resolution Process 
In the space provided below, using 12 point font, describe the school district’s dispute resolution process to support homeless children, youth and families as it relates to the Title X, Part C, of the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act in January 2002. If the district does not have a process in place, describe the time-line to develop and adopt one. (10 Points)
A resource to support dispute resolution as adopted by the New Mexico Public Education Department includes, but is not limited to:

6.10.3 NMAC Homeless Policy Rule 
	J-1011 © JFABD-R

REGULATION

ADMISSION OF HOMELESS STUDENTS

(Notice)

In accordance with the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act of 2001,

722 (e)(3)(C) and the New Mexico Administrative Code Section 6.10.3.1 et

seq., the parent or guardian (student if unaccompanied) is to receive and

acknowledge notice of the rights set forth below. This notice should be

provided in a language the student, parent or guardian can understand.

Admission

The school selected by the homeless student shall immediately admit the

homeless student, even if the student is unable to produce records normally

required for enrollment, such as previous academic records, medical records,

proof of residency, or other documentation.

The enrolling school shall immediately contact the school last attended by the

student to obtain relevant academic and other records.

If the student needs to obtain immunizations, or immunization or medical

records, the enrolling school shall immediately refer the parent or guardian of

the student to the liaison for homeless students, who shall assist in obtaining

necessary immunizations, or immunization or medical records.

Admission Disputes

If a dispute arises over school selection or enrollment in a school: the student shall be immediately admitted to the school in which enrollment is sought, pending resolution of the dispute;
· the parent or guardian of the student shall be provided with a written
explanation of the school's decision regarding school selection or

enrollment, including the rights of the parent, guardian, or student to

appeal the decision;

· the student, parent, or guardian shall be referred to the liaison for
homeless students, who shall carry out the dispute resolution process

as expeditiously as possible after receiving notice of the dispute in

accord with the procedure found in the New Mexico Administrative

Code; and

· in the case of an unaccompanied youth, the liaison for homeless
students shall ensure that the student is immediately enrolled in school

pending resolution of the dispute.

Enrollment Decision

The decision regarding enrollment shall be made regardless of whether the

student lives with the homeless parents or has been temporarily placed

elsewhere.

Parent Rights (Student if Unaccompanied)

The parent or guardian of a homeless student (student if unaccompanied) has

the right to:

· Continue the student's education in the school of origin for the duration
of homelessness:

· in any case in which a family becomes homeless between academic
years or during an academic year; or

· for the remainder of the academic year, if the student becomes
permanently housed during an academic year; or

· Enroll the student in any public school that non-homeless students who
live in the attendance area in which the student is actually living are

eligible to attend.

· Appeal if the homeless student is sent to a school other than the school
of origin or a school requested by the parent or guardian. Upon appeal

the district has ten (10) days to reconsider the initial determination and

make a final decision as to the position taken.

· An appeal shall be made on the forms provided by the school.
· If not satisfied by the result of the appeal further appeal may be
made to the state level through the State Coordinator of

Education for Homeless whose contact information is given below.

· Enroll in, and have full and equal opportunity to succeed in school
without being segregated from the non-homeless student population.

· Receive educational services for which such families and students are
eligible, including:

· Transportation services and meals programs;
· Head Start and Even Start programs and preschool programs
administered by the School; and

· referrals to health care and immunization services, dental
services, mental health services, and other appropriate services.

· Identification or service without being stigmatized as homeless by
school personnel.

· Obtain assistance of advocates or attorneys.
· Provide written or oral documentation to support their position.
A parent or guardian (student if unaccompanied) may contact the District

Liaison for Homeless Children and Youths at;

Gadsden Independent School District

Attn: Ray Lara

P.O. Drawer 70

Anthony, NM 88021

Telephone: 575-882-6200

E-mail: rlara@gisd.k12.nm.us

The District Liaison for Homeless shall ensure that the parent or guardian of

a homeless student, and any unaccompanied youth is:

· assisted in accessing transportation to the selected school;
· provided assistance in exercise of the right to attend the school of choice
and other necessary services;

· and is provided the notice information in a manner and form
understandable to the recipient and if necessary and to the extent

feasible, in the native language of the recipient.

A parent or guardian (student if unaccompanied) may contact the State

Coordinator for Education of Homeless Children and Youths to appeal if not

satisfied with the resolution of a dispute at the local level. The contact

information is listed below;

Joseph Sanchez, McKinney-Vento Homeless Education

Program Coordinator

New Mexico Public Education Department

School and Family Support Bureau

Workforce Training Center

5600 Eagle Rock Ave, N.E., Room 201

Albuquerque, NM 87113

Telephone: (505) 222-4743

Facsimile: (505) 222-4759

E-mail: joseph.sanchez1@state.nm.us

The State Coordinator is the appeal authority having jurisdiction over the

local school district.

The signature below indicates that the signatory has received and

understands this information on rights.

__________________________________________ _______________________

Signature of Parent, Legal Guardian Date

(or unaccompanied student)

One (1) copy to signatory and one (1) to the liaison officer file
J-1033 © JFABD-EC

EXHIBIT

ADMISSION OF HOMELESS STUDENTS

(Complaint Form)

Person(s) filing complaint _____________________________________________

Complainant can be contacted as follows ________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Date complaint is filed ________________________________________________

Student name and grade ______________________________________________

Has problem been discussed with the administration?

 Yes  No Date _________________________________________

Information the complainant wishes to have considered:

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Other persons with information about concern:

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

The projected solution

Indicate what you think can and should be done to solve the problem. Be as

specific as possible.

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________ _______________________

Signature of complainant Date

The administration shall give one (1) copy to the complainant and shall retain

one (1) copy for the file.



C5:  Communication Plan

In the space provided below, using 12 point font, describe a 3-year plan that includes specific strategies for dissemination of information about the program to identified children and youth, parents/guardian and school staff. (5 Points)
Within the next three years Gadsden ISD will implement the following communication plan:

· Posting of informational posters on student and parental rights under McKinney-Vento will be placed in conspicuous locations at all school sites.
· Formally train Parent Outreach Ambassadors to disseminate information back to their sites to provide teacher training on McKinney-Vento polices and issues.
· Conduct informative meetings for parents on rights offered to them and their children under the auspices of the McKinney-Vento Act.
· Conduct informative meetings linking the importance of academics to healthy lifestyles.
· Conduct informative meetings to school administrators on issues of homelessness and its impact on Gadsden ISD.
· An informational packet on student/parental rights and responsibilities will be disseminated to students/parents upon identification for McKinney-Vento services.
C6: Support for Academic Success
In the space provided, using 12 pt font, describe a 3-year plan with specific strategies that will ensure that program participants are not segregated from the regular education process and that are provided equal participation in school and academic activities. (5 Points)
Gadsden ISD will provide the following support for academic success for all McKinney-Vento recipients for the next three years by:

· Allowing adequate and reliable transportation to and from designated school site.
· Enabling easy and equitable access to schools with the elimination of barriers associated with lack of medical and/or academic records.
· Enabling daily student attendance by ensuring that proper attire, school supplies, food items and hygiene products are made easily available to student and families identified.
· Monitoring student academic progress as well as ensuring that preventative measures such as tutoring services are implemented immediately if needed. By utilizing a formative/summative assessment(s) such as short cycle assessments and the NMSBA to allow the district to disaggregate data to ensure that students are progressing at either the same rate or better than their peers.
C7: Child-Centered, Best Interest Decision Making
In the space provided, using 12 pt font, describe a 3-year plan that supports the provision of child-centered, best interest decision-making for the participants of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Program for the district. (5 Points)
Within the next three years Gadsden ISD will make every effort to provide a child-centered, best interest decision making for all students identified under the McKinney-Vento Act by:

· Making every effort to meet the learning, physical and emotional needs of the district’s homeless students.
· Creating an informal team of professionals who will ensure the academic success of the students.
· Implementing a group setting which includes a federally funded social worker, Parent Outreach Ambassador, parent/guardian, school counselor, nurse, teacher and SPED social worker (if necessary).
· Working toward the emotional and academic well being of the student.
· Addressing any learning needs identified by the teacher.
· Make referrals to federally funded social worker.
· Make referrals to Supplemental Educational Services (if eligible)
· Special education intervention (if necessary)
· Ensuring that the student’s academic needs are addressed in a fair and equitable manner.
· Emphasizing parental involvement as an integral part of the student’s learning process.
C8: Anti-Stigmatization Plan
In the space provided, using 12 pt font, describe a 3-year plan with specific strategies that will ensure that program participants are not stigmatized for participating in the McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Program in the district. (5 Points) 
Gadsden ISD’s three year anti-stigmatization plan is an effective way of allowing the homeless student to maintain a personal level of dignity while allowing the student an opportunity of self expression. All McKinney-Vento activity is limited to the following:

· All shopping for clothing, school supplies, hygiene products and other basic necessities is done in a discrete professional manner.
· Only the parent/guardian of the student is allowed to conduct shopping during the school day, this removes the stigma for the student directly.
· Purchasing of school uniforms and/or school adequate clothing.
· An emphasis on contemporary and/or stylish clothing/shoes.
· Participants are in no way identified or singled out to the larger student population.
· Eligible students are also referred to the federally funded social workers to deal with more pressing home matters.
· Opportunities for students to shower/wash clothing is an option at nearly every school site, clothing is kept in discreet packaging to avoid scrutiny from fellow students.
· Parent Outreach Ambassador and social workers also work in conjunction to maintain confidentiality and discreetness of the student’s personal belongings when utilizing the shower/laundry facilities at the school sites.
C9: Connection to the Educational Plan for Student Success
In the space provided, using 12 pt font, describe a 3-year plan that demonstrate the connection between the McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Program and the district’s Educational Plan for Student Success (EPSS) for the purpose of closing the achievement gap. (5 Points)
Gadsden Independent School District’s EPSS Goals are comprised of three components. 1) To increase the achievement in reading and writing. 2) To increase the achievement in mathematics. 3) To increase meaningful parental involvement. Any academic progress of the students toward these two goals is monitored by selected short cycle assessments. Some examples of these assessments are: Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA) grades K-8. Qualitative Spelling Test, writing samples, formative mathematics assessments, etc.

Within the next three years, funding from the McKinney-Vento Homeless Program will aid the district in:

· Meeting the basic needs of homeless students by breaking down barriers that set them apart from their peers; 
· These needs take account of the lack of clothing, hygiene products, school supplies, shoes, etc. 
· Upon assisting students in this manner, they can then dedicate themselves to their particular academic program.
· At the elementary level, students not making adequate progress toward establishing grade benchmarks are referred to intervention services.
· This allows a homeless student to be monitored along with all other students at the elementary schools without any undue barriers or hardship. 
· At the middle and high school level, the intervention occurs during or after school.  
· This method of inclusion allows the homeless student to academically profit from the intervention service without adding any undue barriers or hardship.
· If tutoring services are not readily available, then the homeless student requiring academic assistance is subsequently eligible for tutoring services funded in part by the McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Program.
C10: Title I and McKinney-Vento Coordination
In the space provided, using 12 pt font, describe a 3-year plan that will demonstrate how the district plans to ensure coordination with the district Title I office for the assurance that the district reserves Title I funds to provide comparable Title I, Part A services for non-title schools. (10 Points)
Under the direction of the current Title I director at Gadsden ISD, the seamless coordination between Title I and the McKinney-Vento programs have garnered great success at the district.

For the next three years and beyond, any McKinney-Vento funds will always serve as supplemental funds to eliminate barriers for homeless children and youth.  Title I, has served as the encompassing program that serves to facilitate the proper and efficient use of funds and resources for the students of the district. Below are some examples of how Title I has supported the use of McKinney-Vento funds:

· Title I set aside.
· The purchase of basic need items for students.
· Use of Title I vehicles for transportation.
· Use of Title I funds for fuel/maintenance of vehicles used for transportation.
· Use of equipment (i.e. cell phones, computers) to support coordination of services to homeless students.
· Federally funded (Title I) social work intervention/services.
· Parent Outreach Ambassador coordination between school and home for parents.
· Vision/Dental assistance for students enrolled in program.
· Professional development for Homeless Liaison, social workers and Parent Outreach Ambassadors
Appendix D

PROPOSED BUDGET AND JUSTIFICATION

In the spaces below provide a detailed line item budget and justification. There is no page limit for this section (attach extra pages if necessary).  The proposed budget and justification should represent the first year budget only.  (5 Points)
***Title I set-aside must be included in the proposed budget for the school district to be considered for funding.  

	Description
	Justification

	Personnel
	List the number, types of staff and qualifications below: 

NONE: All funds are intended for direct services for identified youth


	Salary
	Total Amount = 
___22,500______
	Include formula for determining salary– i.e. hourly rate:

Certified teachers to perform tutoring services

25 hours of tutoring (based on SES provider hours of service) x 30.00 an hour for approximately 30 students.

25 x 30.00= 750.00 x 30= 22,500



	Benefits


	Total Amount = 
___4,500_______
	Include formula for determining benefits– i.e. percent of salary:

20% of 22,500


	Other (be specific) 
	Total Amount = _100,000_________
	Include details for determining “other” – i.e. school supplies, hygiene products, under-garments, etc.: 

Medical/dental, social services, summer school/night school, school supplies

clothing (school uniforms, undergarments, jackets), hygiene products, blankets, heaters etc.

shoes, emergency assistance, tutoring services

Year 1: 27,000 with a 5,000 set aside for emergency assistance.

Year 2: 28,000 with a 5,000 set aside for emergency assistance.
Year 3: 30,000 with a 5,000  set aside for emergency assistance.


	***Title I Set-Aside
	Total Amount

= 
__25,000 to 30,000________


	Title I set-aside must be included for the school district to be considered for funding. Include details for determining the use of the Title I set-aside. 

Title I set aside funds will be utilized to compliment or to replace McKinney-Vento funding if funds are exhausted.



	In-Kind Support
	Describe the in-kind support to be provided: 

McKinney-Vento Homeless Liaison

Title I salary & benefits

Office space

District Vehicle

Cellular phone 

Campus level Parent Outreach Ambassadors

Title I Social Work services



	Travel


	Total Amount = 
____0_____
	Include justification for need of travel, including travel cost to attend two required PED sponsored meetings:

Funded directly through Title I


	Total Budget Request = ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_______100,000__________________


Appendix E
DISTRICT ASSURANCES
Required signatures include the superintendent for the school district in which funds will be utilized.  The application will not be considered complete without all required signatures.

We the undersigned assure that:

1. The information included in the enclosed application is true and accurate.  
2. The district will participate in all evaluation activities associated with the McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Program. 
3. Each homeless student will continue their education in the school of origin or in a school which is in the student’s best interest.
4. In determining the best interests of the child or youth, for purposes of making a school assignment, the district shall consider parental requests regarding school selection.
5. The choice regarding placement shall be made regardless of whether the child or youth is living with the homeless parents or has been temporarily placed elsewhere by the parents. 
6. Each homeless child shall be provided services comparable to services offered to other students including transportation services, educational services for which the child meets the eligibility criteria such as compensatory educational programs for the disadvantage, the educational programs for the handicapped and for students with Limited English Proficiency; programs in vocational education, programs for the gifted and talented; and school meal programs.
7. Any record ordinarily kept by the school, including immunization records, academic records, birth certificates, guardianship records, and evaluations for special services or programs of each homeless child or youth shall be maintained so that the records are available, in a timely fashion, when a child or youth enters a new school district, per section 444 of the General Education Provisions Act (GEPA).
8. The district will coordinate with local social service agencies, and other agencies or programs providing services and programs funded under the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act.
9. The district will designate a homeless liaison to ensure that homeless children and youth are enrolled and succeed in school; that homeless families, children and youth receive educational services for which they are eligible; and that referrals are made to health care services, dental services, etc.  The district liaison will notify school families of the district’s Homeless Education Liaison’s duties and responsibilities.
10. The district will review and revise any policies that may act as barriers to the enrollment of homeless children and youth.  Special consideration will be given to issues concerning transportation, requirements of immunization, residency, birth certificates, school records, or other documentation, and guardianship.
(Continued on next page)

District Assurance (continued)
11. The district will ensure special attention will be given to enrollment and attendance of homeless children and youths who are not currently attending school.
12. The district will supplement and not supplant funds used before the award of the grant for purposes of providing services to homeless children and homeless youths.
13. The district will adopt policies and procedures that do not isolate or stigmatize homeless children and youth.
14. A representative from the district will attend at a minimum two PED sponsored meetings yearly Public Education Department Funded Partners Meeting if one is held during the funding period.
District required signatures of assurances:
________________________________________________
________________________


Superintendent
Date

________________________________________________
________________________


Business Manager or Chief Financial Officer
Date

________________________________________________
________________________


McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Liaison
Date

Appendix F
(Information only, do not attach to the application)

AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES FOR LOCAL EDUCATION AGENCY GRANTS

The following are Authorized Activities of Local Education Agency grants, under Section 723(d) of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act:

(1) The provision of tutoring, supplemental instruction, and enriched educational services that are linked to the achievement of the same challenging State academic content standards and challenging State student academic achievement standards the State establishes for other children and youths.
(2) The provision of expedited evaluations of the strengths and needs of homeless children and youths, including needs and eligibility for programs and services (such as educational programs for gifted and talented students, children with disabilities, and students with limited English proficiency, services provided under title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 or similar State or local programs, programs in vocational and technical education, and school nutrition programs).

(3) Professional development and other activities for educators and pupil services personnel that are designed to heighten the understanding and sensitivity of such personnel to the needs of homeless children and youths, the rights of such children and youths under this subtitle, and the specific educational needs of runaway and homeless youths.

(4) The provision of referral services to homeless children and youths for medical, dental, mental, and other health services.

(5) The provision of assistance to defray the excess cost of transportation for students under section 722(g)(4)(A), not otherwise provided through Federal, State, or local funding, where necessary to enable students to attend the school selected under section 722(g)(3).

(6) The provision of developmentally appropriate early childhood education programs, not otherwise provided through Federal, State, or local funding, for preschool-aged homeless children.

(7) The provision of services and assistance to attract, engage, and retain homeless children and youths, and unaccompanied youths, in public school programs and services provided to nonhomeless children and youths.
(8) The provision for homeless children and youths of before- and after-school, mentoring, and summer programs in which a teacher or other qualified individual provides tutoring, homework assistance, and supervision of educational activities.

(9) If necessary, the payment of fees and other costs associated with tracking, obtaining, and transferring records necessary to enroll homeless children and youths in school, including birth certificates, immunization or medical records, academic records, guardianship records, and evaluations for special programs or services.

(10) The provision of education and training to the parents of homeless children and youths about the rights of, and resources available to, such children and youths.

(11) The development of coordination between schools and agencies providing services to homeless children and youths, as described in section 722(g)(5).

(12) The provision of pupil services (including violence prevention counseling) and referrals for such services.

(13) Activities to address the particular needs of homeless children and youths that may arise from domestic violence.

(14) The adaptation of space and purchase of supplies for any nonschool facilities made available under subsection (a)(2) to provide services under this subsection. 
(15) The provision of school supplies, including those supplies to be distributed at shelters or temporary housing facilities, or other appropriate locations. 
(16) The provision of other extraordinary or emergency assistance needed to enable homeless children and youths to attend school.
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