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B 67
DRAFT- 02/16/2012 

FINAL – 02/23/2012

REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MINUTES
For February 9, 2012
	Introduction

and

Roll Call
	1.  The Gadsden School Board convened in open session at 5:05 p.m.  President   Craig Ford presided at the meeting held at the Desert Trail Elementary School Cafeteria.
     Members present:  Daniel Castillo, Craig Ford, Gloria Irigoyen, Maria Saenz and Jennifer Viramontes.        

	Pledge &

Mission Statement
	2.  The Pledge of Allegiance and the pledge to the New Mexico flag were led by 6th graders Jacqueline Borja, Irlanda Hernandez, and Armando Alvarez.  President Ford read the Mission Statement.   

	Superintendent's

Report
	3.  Programs, Reports, and Correspondence:

      A.  Superintendent’s Report
           Desert Trail Elementary Principal Lucy Fischer welcomed everyone.  The choir under the direction of their choir teacher, Mrs. Glenna Poet performed a song with the recorders and then sang “I Love America”.
           Mrs. Fischer presented to the Board for recognition the Presidential Fitness Award Winners and their Coaches Michael Guerrero and James Scott.

           Sunrise Principal Cecilia Doran introduced Alyssa Hernandez, her parents, and Alyssa’s art teacher Ms. Alma Serrano.  Alyssa, a 4th grade student, received 1st Place in the Junior Category for the state of New Mexico with her entry “Flying New Mexico”.  Mrs. Doran announced that Alyssa’s artwork will be representing the State of New Mexico at the national competition in Washington D.C.   Mrs. Doran said that the 2012 Aviation Art Contest with the National Aeronautical Association received 7 entries from Sunrise Elementary. 

           Superintendent Yturralde thanked everyone for their support on voting in favor of the 2 mil levy election on Tuesday, February 7th. 

	Board President
	B.  President: 
      President Ford thanked everyone for their hard work on the 2 mil levy election and the voters for voting in favor of it.  Mr. Ford said he had attended the Presidential Fitness awards at Desert Trail and commended all of the students who participated and received awards.  He also attended the Chaparral area cohort meeting and commended the administration of the schools on how well they all work together.   President Ford announced that there will be a ribbon cutting ceremony at the Chaparral DACC on March 1st at 10:00 a.m.
      President Ford thanked Ms. Fischer and her staff for hosting the board meeting.  Mr. Ford stated that Ms. Saenz and he both serve on the DACC advisory board.  Ms. Saenz was instrumental in getting a branch in Chaparral and the one that is coming soon to Hatch.  

	Board Member’s Reports
	C.  Board Members:   
      Vice-President Saenz thanked Ms. Fischer for hosting the meeting.  She commended Ms. Poet and the choir on their performance.  Ms. Saenz thanked everyone for voting and passing the 2 mil levy election tax.  Ms. Saenz expressed concern for higher education.  Even though the opening of the Chaparral DACC is a dream come true, the Gadsden Center is in much need of expansion.  Ms. Saenz asked for everyone’s support by contacting our legislators and expressing the need for community colleges and the need for expansion of the Gadsden DACC.  

	
	Secretary Viramontes thanked Mrs. Fischer and Desert Trail for hosting the meeting.  She thanked the Chaparral High School culinary arts class for the food.  She attended the athletic meeting before the board meeting.  Mrs. Viramontes congratulated the Presidential Fitness Award recipients and encouraged them to continue doing well.  She commended the choir and the students that played the recorders.  Mrs. Viramontes stated she will be attending the ribbon cutting ceremony at the Chaparral DACC.  As a vice-president for NMSBA she attended a meeting in Washington, D.C. on education.  She said she enjoyed going to the La Union Science Fair.  Mrs. Viramontes said she went to STHS to serve breakfast to the staff for being the school with the most donations to the Gadsden Foundation.  She bought some new books while in Washington D.C. that she will be reading to the students at the elementary schools in her area.   

	
	Board member Gloria Irigoyen thanked Desert Trail Elementary and praised the choir for their beautiful performance and encouraged them to continue doing a wonderful job.  

	
	 Board member Daniel Castillo thanked Ms. Fischer for hosting the board meeting.  He has heard wonderful and positive things about Gadsden.  He said that was proof that the District is doing well and is now being recognized.  

	Student 
Representative
	D.  Student Representative Noe Gomez congratulated the choir on their performance and Alyssa on her beautiful art work.  Noe announced that the State Volleyball champions received their championship rings.   Two seniors qualified for the state theater competition.  The basketball team is doing well and five wrestlers placed in the finals at the Bowie Wrestling tournament.  Noe said GHS had a rally for the 120th day and it was well attended.  He said that 65 upcoming freshmen signed up for theater arts during ICAT.   
 and Mr. Alfredo Holugin, director of Maintenance.

	Personnel 
Report
	E. The personnel report is included for the Board’s information with no action required.                                         

	Modification

of the Agenda
	4.  Mrs. Viramontes made a motion to modify the agenda by moving Action item 8B.  Ratification of Teach for America Professional Services Agreement to item 8A.  Superintendent Yturralde recommended approval of the motion.  Motion carried.

	School Board 
Minutes
	5.   Ms. Saenz made a motion to approve the minutes for the January 12, 2012 board meeting.   Superintendent Yturralde recommended approval of the motion.  Motion carried.       

	Consent 
Agenda
	6.  Mrs. Viramontes made a motion to approve the consent agenda.  Superintendent Yturralde recommended approval of the motion.  Motion carried.       

	Open Forum
	7.  Open Forum:  None

	Action 
	8.  Action Items: 

	Ratification of Teach For America Professional Services Agreement 
	A. Ms. Saenz made a motion to approve ratification of Teach for America Professional Services Agreement.   Superintendent Yturralde recommended approval of the motion. Motion carried

	2012-2013 School Year Calendars 
	B. Mrs. Viramontes made a motion to approve the 2012-2013 School Year Calendars.  Superintendent Yturralde recommended approval of the motion. Motion carried unanimously.  Vice-President Saenz asked if President Ford would ask Superintendent Yturralde to conduct a study on the cost benefits and educational benefits of continuing to have two different calendars for the district.  

	Discussion 
	9.  Discussion Items:   

	Quarterly Budget Report for the Quarter Ended December 31, 2011
	A. Steve Suggs the District’s Interim Deputy Superintendent and CFO gave the Board an overview of the Quarterly Budget Report for the Quarter Ending December 31, 2011.  

	Update the Joint Powers Agreement with PSFA
	B. Ralph Gallegos, Executive Director for Energy Management & Construction informed the Board of the need to update the Joint Powers Agreement with Public Schools Facilities Authority for construction projects originally signed on September 10, 2010.  The update is needed to change Districts Designee Representative to the current superintendent, Efren Yturralde.  He explained that the PSFA sent an email to all of the schools that had a change in superintendents.     

	Mid Year Report of Elementary Fine Arts Act
	C. Jose Hinojosa, Fine Arts Coordinator gave the Board information from the Mid Year Report of the Fine Arts Act that he will submit to the PED.  Mr. Hinojosa reminded everyone that the District Art Show will be on April 29th from 2pm – 5 pm at Gadsden Middle School. Superintendent Yturralde thanked Mr. Hinojosa and Ms. Watson for their dual jobs, teaching and being the district coordinators for fine arts and music.  

	Quality of Education Survey
	D. Superintendent Yturralde asked the board to review the five questions on the Quality of Education Survey for the board.  If they feel any changes are needed, please email him the changes by February 14th.  The first ten questions by the PED will remain the same for the 2011-2012 school year.  

	Adjourn
	10.  Ms. Saenz made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Superintendent Yturralde recommended approval of the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 6:11 p.m.                      
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